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It is with great pleasure that we announce that 
ex-President Woolsey, of Yale College, has under- 
taken to prepare for our columns a series of Critical 
Notes on the current lessons from Mark’s Gospel. 
Dr. Woolsey was the chairman of the American 
Company of New Testament Revisers; and his pre- 
eminence in the field of New Testament scholarship, 
on this side of the ocean, is recognized with entire 
unanimity, as well outside of that company as by 
the distinguished scholars who were his associates 
there. The help which his careful and trustworthy 
work will render to our readers in the study of the 
International lessons, can hardly be overestimated. 
His Critical Notes will begin with the fifth chapter 
of Mark, in the lesson for March 12. 


What the Rev. J. Max Hark has to say about 
children’s meetings among the Moravians will be 
appreciated by pastors and superintendents. 


“Heroism ” is surer of applause when it is recog- 
nized, than it is of recognition when it is before our 
very eyes. President Bascom points out very clearly 
the existence of heroism all about us, which we are 


teo much inclined to ignore: 


There is reason for thinking that Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey were never doing a more important 


of their labors in Edinburgh, given in our depart- 
ment of “‘ Work and Workers,” will, we are confi- 


thoroughly conversant with the condition of affairs in 
Scotland. 


For five years our Critical Notes on the New Tes- 
tament lessons have been prepared by Professor A. C. 
Kendrick, of Rochester. He has thereby endeared 
himself to thousands of pastors and teachers, all over 
our land, who would gladly have followed his lead 
in the study of Mark’s Gospel, had not the state of 
his health forbidden his resuming this work, with 
the opening of the present year. It is in this emer- 
gency that ex-President Woolsey has consented to 
undertake a work for which his scholarship and 
spirit qualify him so eminently. 

In a confidential talk with a newspaper reporter, 
Mr. Walter Whitman, the American xsthetic poet, 
has detailed the incidents of a call on him by Mr. 
Oscar Wilde, the young leader of the English 
sesthetes. It was in “his ‘den,’ as he calls it, on the 
third floor,” that Mr. Whitman told the touching 
story. “ Wilde and I drank a bottle of wine down 
stairs; and when we came up here, . . . we talked 
here for two hours. I said to him, ‘ Oscar, you must 
be thirsty. [How these poets enter into one another’s 
feelings! ] I’ll make you some punch.’ ‘ Yes, I am 
thirsty,’ he acknowledged; and I did make him a 
big glass of milk punch, and he tossed it off, and 
away he went.” That’s the way to get up poetic 
inspiration! Half a bottle of wine and a tumbler 
of punch, “ between drinks,” (for Mr. Wilde’s call 
on Mr. Whitman was on his way from one enter- 
tainment in his honor, and as he was going to 
another}) would make the average young man con- 
found a sunflower with the fuil moon, and a calla 
lily with a seraph’s wing. 


Most truth is paradoxical ; which is only another 
way of saying that there are two sides to every truth. 
Mr. Emerson, in treating “ The Superlative,” in his 
recent Century essay, says paradoxically: “ Super- 
latives are diminutives, and weaken.” In this view 
of the case, he adds, undeniably, “ Ever a low style 
is best.” “The low expression is strong and agree- 
able.” But that is only one side of the truth. Mr. 
Emerson is by no means satisfied with its complete- 
ness ; 80 he goes on to say: “ The superlative is as 
good as the positive, if it be alive.’ “ Enthusiasm 
is the height of the man ; it is the passing from the 
human to the divine.” “The superlative is the 
excess of expression.” “The whole human race 
agree to value a man precisely in proportion to his 
power of expression ; and to the most expressive man 
that has existed, namely, Shakespeare, they have 
awarded the highest place.” From all which we 
can gain this counsel, and this conclusion: Never 
use superlatives if you can help it. Always use 
superlatives when you can’t help it. You will show 
weakness in proportion to your use of superlatives. 
You will have power in proportion to your inability 
to repress superlatives. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, in London, is soon to have a 
huge new bell, weighing more than seventeen tons. 





work than at the present time, in Scotland. A review 


patient labor, follows the medieval fashion of bear- 
ing a Latin motto, which in this case is that of the 
dean of St. Paul’s: “ Woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel!” Most of us are no longer bound 
by old-time superstitions concerning bells; we do 
not bless them, nor do we believe the monkish stories 
so poetically used in Longfellow’s Golden Legend, to 
the effect that bells not only praise the true God, but 
break the lightning, banish pestilence, and scatter 
the winds. But it is still worth while to remember 
that not bells only, but everything which we use in 
the church or the home, may be made by us to do 
God’s work or Satan’s work,—to preach a gospel of 
good influence, or to be baneful in effect upon the 
beholder. Not every Protestant church in this land 
is free from non-Protestant or even pagan adorn- 
ments which are all the worse because they do not 
have any intentional symbelic meaning. And not 
every Christian home is kept clear of pictures and 
knick-knacks which ought to bring a blush to the 
cheeks of their owners. Whether or not we know it, 
there is a certain character in almost all the belong- 
ings of the church, the home, or the individual. If 
their purpose and lesson are clearly evil, throw them 
out, as profaners of the temple; if they have no 
purpose and no meaning, cast them out no less quickly, 
for you may be very sure that a purposeless object 
denotes a purposeless owner, and is helping to do a 
worthless mission, so far as it can. The tree is known 
by his fruit; and so is the church by its symbols, 
the house by its contents, and the man by his pos- 
sessions. And tree and church gnd house, as well 
as men, are preachers ; woe is unto them if they do 
not preach a true faith, and show a purposeful 
character. 





GIVING IS GETTING. 


One of the plain paradoxes which is of widest 
application in the realms of mind and of matter, of 
nature and of grace, is, that true gain comes only 
through loss ; that hoarding is impoverishing; that 
there is no way of keeping one’s hold on a desired 
good, like parting with it ; that acquisition is a result 
of expenditure ; that dividing is multiplying; that 
scattering is increasing; that spending is saving ; 
that giving is getting. This paradox it is which our 
Lord Jesus enunciated when he declared “ It is more 
blessed to give than to receive;” and which Paul 
had in mind, when he urged the remembrance of 
these words of our Lord. The paradox which is 
thus affirmed in revelation, is confirmed in our 
every-day experience; and unless we realize its truth, 
and act on it unvaryingly, we shall so far fail in 
securing and holding the truest material, merftal, and 
moral treasures possible to us. 

Bodily strength comes from its expenditure, not 
from its hoarding. Every wise use of a muscle adds 
to the power of that muscle. An arm carried in a 
sling for its preservation stiffens and withers. An 
arm which swings a great hammer takes on largeness 
and vigor with every generous sweep through the 
air. Keenness of sight and quickness of hearing 
come from the constant taxing of eye and ear, not 
from their shielding. An Arab of the desert can 
see and hear with ten times the acuteness and dis- 
crimination of a monk of the convent; because the 





This bell, which has just been cast, after long and 





one has kept in play those senses which the other has 





5O 


SHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XXIV., No. 4. 








permitted to remain inactive. And when bodily 
strength or life seems failing, the truest way of its 
regaining is often by its increased outlay. A quick 
walk in the cold, bracing air of a winter’s morning 
will warm the chilling blood for the whole day as no 
cowering over a blazing fire will do. 

‘Numb and weary in the mountains, wouldst thou sleep 

amidst the snow ? 


Chafe that frozen form beside thee, and together both 
shall glow.” 


It is the use, not the possession, of any material 
treasure, that gives it its highest value. Merely to 
have it, bears no comparison in pleasurableness 
with its right employment, Food is absolutely worth- 
less except for eating. The man who starves at the 
open door of his full larder, is even more of a suf- 
ferer than he who famishes without the sight of food. 
Well-filled library shelves are of no benefit to their 
owner, so long as the books remain there unopened. 
But the best volume on those shelves would have an 
added value to its user, if it were “read to pieces.” 
Money gathered and kept for its own sake increases 
the discontent and cravings of its holder; while 
money sought and handled for its beneficent uses, 
gives pleasure and satisfaction to him who employs 
it. As a rule, men and women of ample means 
shrink more from the outlay of money for their per- 
sonal convenience and enjoyment, or for the giving 
of pleasure to others, and really have less of the 
delights which money-using might secure, than per- 
sons of more limited income who have no desire for 
money a8 money ; no wish to be rich, in comparison 
with the thought of living and doing richly. Strait- 
ened circumstances are quite likely to increase with 
growing accumulations of wealth; and unsatisfied 
cravings for riches are exaggerated by every effort 
at their satisfying. “ There is”—indeed there is— 
“that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth 
to poverty.” And the pinch of poverty itself can 
never nip so sharply as the pinch of withholding- 
avarice. 

Our mental faculties gain through their using, and 
have power in proportion to their expenditure. A 
good memory is a memory that is taxed heavily ; and 
the heavier the burdens which are laid on it, the 
greater its capacity for burden-bearing. The imagina- 
tion is cultivated by allowing it play, not by holding 
it in check. Giving out thought in speech or writing 


increases one’s treasures of thought, as well as one’s. 


ease and power of expression. Indeed, it is only by 
giving out that one fairly gets anything, in the line 
of mental furnishing. This it is that makes it impos- 
sible to gain knowledge while merely a passive 
recipient of instruction. It is as though the cells of 
the mind had doors that opened only outward. An 
attempt to push them in, by a teacher who comes 
with information worth leaving there, may seem for 
the moment to be successful; but the next moment 
the rebounding doors fly back to their place-again, 
sweeping away the stores which had been pressed 
against them. It is only when the mental doors are 
opened from within, by the asking of a question, or 
the re-statement of a received truth, or by some 
active outgiving of the intellectual faculties, that 
there is full access to the mind’s treasure-house for 
its added furnishing. It is not until we have said a 
thing that we are sure of it; and by every fresh 
giving away of a thought we are getting a new hold 
on it. 

In our moral and spiritual nature, the same prin- 
ciple prevails as in our bodily and mental natures. 
It is the using, not the having, of our powers, that 
makes them a source of enjoyment to us. The more 
affection we lavish, the more affection we have 
remaining. Indeed, there is no such thing as affec- 
tion except in outgoing ; in giving. True affection 
is never selfish ; it cannot be. Here is the difference 
between affection and desire ; between loving and 
craving. As President Hopkins has said: “It is of 
the very nature of the affections that they give ; and 
of the desires that they receive. The affections . . 
are disinterested ; they flow out from us; they give, 


and appropriate nothing. That is not affection, 
which is not disinterested.” The exercise of desire 
is belittling, contracting, deteriorating. The exer- 
cise of affection is ennobling, enlarging, exhilarating. 
Desire brings discomfort and unrest. Affection brings 
enjoyment and content. Hence it is that there is a 
delight and a blessing in giving, which there cannot 
be in receiving. 

When a child receives gifts, or selfishly employs 
what has been given him, his desires are exercised, 
and by their very exercise they are strengthened and 
intensified. But when the child gives to others, it is 
his affections which are exercised, and which are 
enlarged by their exercise. By the one course, he is 
narrowed and shut in on himself; by the other his 
heart is expanded, and made glad in its larger free- 
dom and its greater play. As with the child, so 
with those of us of any age. Only as we give, do we 
get anything that is worth getting. Only in our 
giving, do we find the real pleasure of living. Our 
enjoyment in social life and in all our friendships 
hinges on our power to give help or happiness to 
others. Our success in such giving measures our 
delight in the intercourse. If we find that our affec- 
tion, our ministry, our presence, is a source of com- 
fort or pleasure, we recognize a blessing just there. 
But if we cannot give helpfully in that direction, 
nothing that we there receive can compensate for our 
failure to impart good gifts. 

Our enjoyment in the truths and the duties and 
the privileges of the Christian life is made dependent, 
in the plan of God, on our making use of them 
for others. It is in our praying and trusting for 
some one else, that we find the fullest gain of prayer 
and faith for ourselves. We get a new hold on every 
Bible promise or inspired word of cheer that we press 
on our needy fellows. A good teacher is sure of 
getting knowledge through his effort at giving knowl- 
edge, whether his scholars are the gainers or not. 
He will help himself in his very trying to be a help 
to them. It is only when our religious activities are 
in generous self-forgetfulness, that we experience their 
highest personal benefits. 

“Ts thy cruse of comfort wasting? Rise and share it with 
another, 

And through all the years of famine, it shall serve thee 
and thy brother. 


“ Love divine will fill thy storehouse, or thy handful still 
renew ; 

Scanty fare for one will often make a royal feast for 
two; 


“For the heart grows rich in giving ; all its wealth is 
living grain. . 

Seeds, which mildew in the garner, scattered, fill with 
gold the plain.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There is always an underlying philosophy in every 
practical truth; and there is a gain in getting at that 
philosophy. When we are told in the Bible that ‘“ God- 
liness is profitable unto all things,” and that “Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” it is well for us not 
merely to accept these declarations as true because they 
are in God’s book, but also to stop and consider how they 
are true, and why they must be true. This is getting at 
their philosophy; and the philosophy of a principle 
always runs through the kingdoms of nature and grace 
alike. This truth is called up afresh by the following 
letter from a Kansas reader. He says: 

You have said that “telling is not teaching ; ” and a fine illus- 
tration of this occurs in The Times of the same date, where, in 
an editorial note on “ How to enjoy Christmas,”,you say : “ Not 
what you receive, but what you give; not what is done for you 
by others, but what you do for others, will be the measure 


of your enjoyment and of your blessing in this Christmas 
season.” And you quote the highest authority possible for any 
truth, showing that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


Now, though we may have committed this to memory, and, 
theoretically at least, accepted it as truth, we have not learned 
the truth. Perhaps it is only to be learned by an experience 
of it; but there is, probably, an underlying principle, a 
philosophy of results, that may be explained. Will you try 
to make this plain in your Notes on Open Letters, and oblige 
an interested subscriber ? 


The point taken is well worth treating more fully than 
the limits of this department will allow ; therefore it is 











considered in our leading editorial. The philosophy of 
the truth referred to is illustrated out of experiences in 
various fields of thought and action. And the more one 
practices in the line of this philosophy, the surer he will 
be that the philosophy is sound, and the practice de- 
lightful. ty ae 

One of the Sunday-school topics which always calls 
for another word, is the library. How to choose and 
how to use good reading for scholars and teachers, is a 
theme of ever-varying and never-ending interest. A New 
York correspondent brings it up afresh in this shape: 

Would you kindly suggest a mode of procedure for a com- 
mitteé appointed for the purchase of additional books for a 
Sunday-school library? If you buy one of the already assorted 
libraries, you are likely to get duplicates of some volumes 
already in hand; yet to singly select fifty or a hundred books, 
from perhaps a thousand, would be a waste of time, or be 
otherwise impracticable. 

Why would it be a waste of time—to pick out what is 
worth having from that which is worthless? Suppose a 
diamond hunter were to argue in that way, and attempt 
to bring home from the diamond fields a vessel-load of 
dirt, which might or might not cover diamonds of first 
water! Who would be benefited by the diamonds, unless 
some one concluded that picking diamonds out of the 
dirt is not really a waste of time? If you suppose that 
any committee, made up of mere mortals, can secure a 
good library without giving time as well as brains to the 
business, you are awfully mistaken ; and you would 
better let library-filling alone until a committee is found 
which expects to work, and is willing to work. Mean- 
time leave your school without a library, if necessary ; 
for a poor library is ever so much worse than none. Our 
suggestions to a committee on the Sunday-school library 
are just these two: First, decide what kind of books you 
want in your library. Don’t be content with saying that 
you want “ good ” books ; for “ good ” doesn’t define any- 
thing in this field. Decide whether you want only books 
for Sunday reading, or*books for all the week through ; 
and in what lines of knowledge or of sentiment the selec- 
tions shall run ; also for scholars of what age. Secondly, 
look for the books; hunt them up with the help of all 
the careful reviews of them you can find, and through 
an examination of them by competent members of your 
own corps of workers. This will take time—a good deal 
of time; but time is worth taking for this purpose. It 
is a work quite as important as eating, or sleeping, or 
praying; and a good deal more important than money- 
making. A better way to supply any. Sunday-school 
library is to have a permanent committee watching for 
good books all the time, and keeping a list of them to 
select from year by year, or month by month. Even 
that work takes time, however. There is no dodging 
that by any proper plan. A Boston teacher has some 
words on this subject, to which we give place on another 
page under the head of “ Ways of Working.” 


Here is another call to us to revise our remarks on 
Bible Revisions. The Rev. Dr. E. W. Gilman, secretary 
of the American Bible Society, rises to “‘ protest.” 


I stand in awe of the “‘infallibility ” of editors, but I feel 
rather sure of my ground when I protest against The Sunday 
School Times’ saying that we have had in this country “ at 
least two revisions of the New Testament by the American 
Bible Society.” That is hardly fair, historically, to put any 
work of ours alongside of Sawyer’s and the Bible Union’s. 
I don’t know enough about Dr, Webster’s two editions to say 
whether there was a second revision on his part; but Sawyer’s 
was a new version, and ours was not so much of a revision, as 
people understand the word, as Scrivener’s, which The Sunday 
School Times does not mention. 

Your “ protest” shall go on record, Doctor, and the 
American Bible Society shall have its fullest benefit, so 
far as our columns are concerned. We had no intention 
of reopening the old controversy over the Bible Society’s 
action in this matter. We are ready to admit, for your 
sake, that the American Bible Society’s really admirable 
and needed revision of its standard edition in 1851—a 
revision which covered some thousands of changes, and 
which occupied some three years and a half in its making 
—was a “ collation,” rather than a revision. And didn’t 
the guests gather around the Society’s Board when that 
collation was announced! If it was a cold collation at 
the start, it was hot enough before the guests got through 
with it. We will also agree to call the Society’s second 
revision of its standard edition, in 1858, an excision, or a 
cutting off of many of the excellent changes adopted in 
the revision—no, the “ collation ’—of seven years before. 
But those are the two revisions we had reference to—that 
collation and that excision ; and we think that good work 
was done,for the,cause of truth injthe matter of a pure 
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Bible text by those revisions—no, by that collation and 
that excision—and the discussions which grew out of 
and accompanied them. How will that answer for a 
revision of our text on this subject? You know we 
were showing that Bible Revision is a term of wider 
application than the common understanding of it ; hence 
we included the Bible Society’s work as one of its impor- 
tant phases. The managers of that Society have called 
Blayney’s work of 1769 an “important revision,” yet 
that was not “a revision as people understand the word.” 
Now about Dr. Noah Webster’s two revisions. The first 
was published in 1832, and the second in 1841; both at 
New Haven. The first was an octavo, with the imprint 
of Durrie and Peck ; the second was of a small pocket 
size, with the name of N. Webster—the reviser himself 
—as publisher. There were important changes from the 
first revision in the second. It is true that Scrivener’s 
revision—known as the Cambridge Paragraph Bible— 
should have a place in the list of important revisions ; 
for it is really the classic edition of the English text, 
antedating the New Revision. 


A PRAYER FOR DELIVERANCE. 
BY CHARLOTTE M, PACKARD. 


Give to me the larger life! 

Let my captive spirit be 

Loosed from self, and bound to Thee! 
From the dissonance and strife 

Of a will unconquered yet, 

Sore with longing and regret, 
Of an evil purpose rife. 

Lo, Thy gracious kingdom stands 
Open, welcoming, and free, 

Guide me from the desert lands 
To the springs that are in Thee! 


Narrow is the world, and cold, 
When my own is all I seek, 
When my selfishness doth speak 

Bitter things, could I but hold, 
Steadfast and serene, my gaze 

On the deepening heavens above, 

How the sunlight of Thy love 
Would inform these clouded days ! 
Tis the poverty in me, 

Not the shallowness in Thee, 

That forbids a loyal praise. 


. ’Tis the gracious presence lost 
At life’s feast, that counts it poor, 
Useless splendor, mocking cost, 
When Thou art forbid the door. 
Enter, Lord, forevermore ! 
With that wondrous faith of Thine, 
Shame this timid faith of mine! 
. With the freeness of Thy giving, 
Oh, rebuke my sordid living, 
From this direst bondage, free ; 
-From myself, deliver me ! 


THE HEROIC IN FAITH. 
BY PRESIDENT JOHN BASCOM, LL. D, 


Any form of association or any system of belief that 
lacks the heroic element is wanting in a very important 
means of success. Only strong incentives can lay hold 
of and thoroughly move strong natures. Those who are 
best fitted to be leaders will not lead except on some 
sufficiently important and difficult occasion. Power 
seeks its full exercise, and is not completely enlisted on 
lighter terms. Men who are themselves several grades 
lower than the highest in heroic endowment still delight 
in heroism, readily follow the hero, and are proportionately 
helped and lifted by him. The unheroic, on the other 
hand, calls out no enthusiasm and has little binding force 
Not only is there this love of strength and of its full 
exercise in the human constitution, but the successes and 
achievements of the race have constantly enforced 
heroism. The heroic incentives have beer developed at 
every step of progress, and brought into power. 

When, therefore, the heroic element has not been 
rightly apprehended as it has actually existed in the 
facts with which men have been dealing, earnest natures 
have striven to supply it artificially to their undertakings. 
This has been especially true in religion. A large share 
of the stern asceticisms, which so many forms of faith 
have accepted, has been sustained by this desire to walk 
in a path of heroic self-denial. The Brahmans encour- 
aged their penitents in lives of action, and imposed action 
upon them that involved severe and protracted suffering. 
The same temper early showed itself in Christianity. 
Each new and efficient society within the Catholic Church 
haa usually involved, in some fresh way, an appeal to 
moral heroism, The zeal of the Franciscan was ex- 


; | tide of moral power. 
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pressed in his vow of seein: and in the sll elaine 
labor which he accepted. St. Francis gained most of his 
moral influence over man by the extreme and demon- 
strative form of his consecration. The difficulty of disci- 
pleship was the attraction of discipleship to his followers, 
and the power of discipleship in the community at large. 
The Jesuits owed most of their success to the one truly 
heroic element of absolute and unquestioning obedience. 
No one could make this vow without consecration, or 
keep it without heroism. 

Nothing could be more quietly heroic than the atti- 
tude of Christ and his disciples. The characteristic of 
this heroism was that it grew directly out of the nature, 
grandeur, and difficulty of the work before them, without 
the slightest ostentation of sacrifice or exaggeration of 
method on their part. They had an heroic work to do, 
and did it heroically, and in the doing they secured and 
disclosed that spiritual heroism which marks the high 
The asceticism which followed the 
first century of the Christian era is not for a moment to 
be compared with the consecration of the disciples of 
Christ, earnest as this asceticism was, simply because it 
created for itself sufferings instead of encountering those 
which lay in the path of a work profitable to the world. 
It thus contracted the irremediable taint of fanaticism, 
which is the unwholesome ferment of the heroic temper. 
Its utmost abnegation became only another form of self- 
assertion. 

In our time the conditions of Christian life have so far 
altered by the very progress of truth, as compared with 
those of the first century, as not to bear on their face 
any very obvious element of heroism. It can hardly be 
said to be more difficult to meet, in an ordinary conven- 
tional way, the ordinary conventional demands of Chris- 
tian character than it is to neglect these demands. The 
stream simply divides, and, with no wide separation, will 
float the lazy boat by either branch to much the same 
social distinction. 

From this seeming absence of the heroic, Christianity 
suffers in its appeal tostrong natures, and also in its popu- 
lar moving power. Again, the tendency occasionally 
reappears to escape this tameness of thought and mod- 
eration of motives by some form of pietism, some higher 
life, some deeper consecration, which may not, after all, 
express themselves in lives peculiarly useful to man. 

The true remedy is found in discerning the real form 
of heroism that falls to us, for truly a heroism is ours. 
Our time is not destitute of the heroic element; no time 
is destitute of it, though it offers itself in very different 
ways to different generations, A great and feasible labor 
is brought within full view of men just now.’ Its diffi- 
culties are great; the thoughtful and loving self-denial 
called for has no limit. It offers, therefore, every con- 
dition for the truly heroic life, the life whose heroism is 
developed in the largeness of its painstaking beneficence. 
The kingdom of heaven, as a physical, social; and re- 
ligious structure, is to be brought forward in every com- 
munity and over the whole earth. Any mind that catches 
even a very partial glimpse of this kingdom, in its infinite 
desirableness and wealth, as the consummation of all 
labor and growth hitherto, has at once within him and 
without him the conditions of heroism. He needs no 
factitious motive or painful consecration.' He has before 
him an object large enough, difficult enough, of sufficient 
worth within itself, and near enough in its demands, to 
give rise to heroic purposes and room to their herdic 
A clear, stirring presentation of this proper 
work of the Church is all that is required in thé congre- 
gation and in the Sunday-school to enlist on their heroic 
side the impulses of labor and consecration which form 
so large a part of human nature in all great periods and 
in all grand work. We fail of the heroic because we fail 


. | to conceive and to value the many changes which must 


take place just about us, and must extend over the whole 
world in the coming of Christ’s kingdom. An enlarged 
conception and a deepened purpose will immediately par- 
take of heroism. 

We suffer, it is true, as yet from a change of ideale, 
which at this point is not complete. Heroism is still to 
many minds physical courage, more or less devoid of 
beneficence. They do not clearly see that the beneficence 
of labor and the sufficient end for self-denial are the 
inner light of heroism ; that the morally heroic is the truly 
heroic, on the side both of active and of passive power. 
As men rise out of the physical into the spiritual, they 
slowly discover what those struggles are in which per- 
sonal power is broadly developed. In poetry we have 
passed by the period of the epic of war—the epic of hate 
—and have not altogether reached the epic of recongili- 
ation<-the epic of love, We do not yet filly feel that 
he is richer in every term of grace and power who freely 
builds, thamwhe who fiercely pulls down, This is in part 





because hitherto slaves have so often, ar ene be have 80 
rarely, worked on the foundations of society—society 
knit together by force for ends of personal advantage. 
Liberty has shown itself in breaking through human 
law and breaking down human restraints, and slavery in 
submitting to them. But as the balance is altered, and 
our constructive work comes to express human wisdom 
and human love, our notion of the heroic will take on 
corresponding changes and expansion, and we shall dis- 
cover that the great epic of human life has yet to be 
conceived, achieved, and written in the light of that 
divine epic which has set the world spiritually aglow. 
University of Wisconsin. 


CHILDREN’S MEETINGS. 
BY THE REV, J. MAX HARK. 


The need of separate meetings for worship and devo- 
tion, specially for the children, is making itself felt 
more and more. Our leading ministers and Sunday- 
school workers alike recognize it. And especially as 
the Sunday-school is more generally taking its place 
as the Bible-studying department of the entire church 
and not only of the younger portion, is it being felt that 
another service, not so much of study, but of worship, 
devotion, and spiritual edification forthe young, is wanted ; 
a service corresponding to the regular Sunday morning 
service of the church, but adapted particularly to the 
children. 

To this end have been introduced the different chil- 
dren’s meetings, concert exercises, and sermons to 
children in most churches, But admirable and useful as 
most of these are, there is still a feeling that they do not 
fully supply the want. The one great trouble with them 
is their occasional character. This places the children in 
@ position of secondary importance. At least such is the 
impression it makes on them. It does not supply that 
essential requisite, regularity and a stated fixed time; or, 
if it does, it still is wanting in the necessary frequency 
of worship. Ifthe adult department needs such worship 
every Sunday, the children’s department needs it no less ; 
‘and yet to combine the two departments of the church 
in one service seems to many ep. congrats if not im- 
possible. ° 

Now, there used to be a plan in vogue in the Moravian 
Church, which, if not deemed practicable in all its details 
now, yet cannot fail to be very suggestive. 

The great care that was always given in the wivavian 
Church to the young is well known. Already in 1727, 
when Zinzendorf reorganized the Church at Herrnhut, in 
Saxony, dividing the entire congregation into separate 
“choirs” or classes, the right of the children to form one 
of these distinct departments was recognized. They 
were given a competent superintendent to instruct, guide, 
and direct them by word and example. They had their 
own regular services every day, and some of the sermons 
to them, notably those of Bishop Spangenberg, about the 
middle of last century, might still serve as models of 
their kind. 

Both in Europe and in America this system was con- 
tinued in its original form until recent years, when in 
this country, at least, it became considerably modified. 
The daily service of the children has been altogether 
abandoned. But the regular Sunday children’s meeting 
is still kept up, and accompanied with much blessing, in 
nearly all but the American churches of the Unity. This 
meeting is held every Sunday morning, about forty-five 
minutes before the congregational service. As a rule, 
none of the adult congregation attend. The children, 
led by their choir superintendent, or by the teachers of 
the parochial schools, march into the church in a body, 
seating themselves in the pews immediately in front of 
the pulpit, the boys on one side, the girls on the other, 

A hymn is then announced by the pastor, such as— 

“ Jesus makes my heart rejoice, 
I’m his sheep, and know his voice ” ¢tc., 
in which all join right heartily, usually not needing a 
hymn-book, as they have been taught the words and 
tune in school during the previous week. Then the 
pastor reads to them the Daily Text for the day out of 
the “Text Book,” followed by the Gospel and Epistle. 
These are followed by, perhaps, a brief, child-like prayer ; 
after which comes the sermon, if so it may be called. It 
is usually based on the Daily Text, being a very brief 
and plain explanation of the same, with a practical 
application of its truth to the needs, disposition, habits, 
and peculiar circumstances of the little folks, illustrated 
and enforced by little storieg from their every-day expe- 
rience ; and the whole coughed in the simplest janguage 
possible, so as ta be easily comprehensible even to the 
youngest child present, This sermon nevey lasts mora 
than tep or twelve minutes, It is probably followed 
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by another short prayer, after which is sung, as before, a 
closing hymn, such as— 


‘ Happy the children who betimes 
Have learned to know the Lord,” etc. ; 


or perhaps the favorite one of Zinzendorf— 


* Jesus, still lead on, 
Till our rest be won,” etc. 


The little flock then marches out of the church, hav- 


ing consumed rarely more than thirty minutes in their - 


entire service, A few moments afterwards the Litany 
and preaching for the rest of the congregation com- 
mences, which the children also may, but are not re- 
quired to, attend. 

Why could not some such regular service be introduced 
everywhere, specially for the children? Brief, simple, 
and practical, but held every Sunday, whether in the 
forenoon or afternoon, previous to or succeeding the con- 
gregational meeting, it surely would not tax the time or 
patience of either pastor, teachers, or scholars unduly ; 
and would it not supply a want that is being more and 
more deeply felt in all our churches ? 


KNOWLEDGE AT HAND. 
BY THE REV. A. MCELROY WYLIE. 


I have been requested to write again, and more fully, 
upon a system adopted many years ago, and found emi- 
nently convenient and effective in placing all manner 
of information within prompt and ready reach. Vast 
amounts of information, accumulated through years of 
labor, often prove useless because inaccessible. No 
memory can command the knowledge upon call, and, if 
a thorough system has not been adopted, the accumula- 
tions lie as useless rubbish-heaps, which neither time nor 
inclination will permit us to explore. ‘“ Had I adopted 
early in life,” said an eminent clergyman, “such a sys- 
tem for the arrangement of knowledge, it would have 
saved me several years of labor and worry.” To begin 
with, we should not forget the hint of Edwards, “ Let 
no man think of sitting down to read or study without.a 
pen in hand.” And we would add, and scissors too. 

In reading a book or magazine, Todd's Index Rerum 
should be at hand, and references to such passages as 
may prove valuable in one’s calling should be clearly 
noted in this index. For example, a clergyman is moved 
to preach on the “ pearl of great price.” He has a float- 
ing impression in his mind that somewhere, and at some 
time, he saw some capital article, containing original and 
striking matter concerning the pearl. He turns to his 
Index Rerum, and under P, and Z£, he reads: “ Pearl- 
gathering, Eclectic, October, 1866.” He at once lays 
his hand on this number of the review, and enjoys the 
information spread out before him, and is grateful for the 
facts and illustrations furnished him for his discourse. 

Whatever ephere a man may occupy, and whatever his 
work, he should not be without this valuable aid; and 
let us here remark that no review or magazine should be 
read without indexing i's contents in this one volume, 
and from all books read there should be selected salient 
passages which bear upon thé great questions of the day, 
or which bear upon our business or special work, to 
which references should be made. 

In this system there are a number of centres, which 
can be worked together or separately. But, just here, let 
us say that each book in our library can be furnished 
with more pockets than a boy’s panta'oons. All that is 
needed is a pot of mucilage, which should always be 
within reach, and the very best (which will last a life- 
time) is the patented double reservoir for the paste. Join 
the blank leaves of any volume at the lower, and half- 
way up the side, edges, putting the leaves together two 
and two. These will furnish pockets into which one may 
drop the scissored scraps which bear upon the subject on 
which the volume treats. For example, here is Claude's 
famous book on the Composition of a Sermon. One 
comes across a useful hint in a newspaper bearing on this 
hard task of sermon-making, and he cuts it out and drops 
it, for safe keeping and immediate reference, into one of 
Mr. Claude's pockets ;—my own Claude has a pocket large 
enough for an admirable pamphlet treatise on the sub- 
ject, which otherwise I’m sure could never be made to 
report for duty when wanted. Or you meet with some 
newspaper article on “ Delivery,” well worth preserving. 
Then cut out that contribution, and put it in Bontain’s 
pocket, in his Art of Extempore Speaking, or in Rus- 
sell’s, if you have one,—or in any book on the subject. 
So one may use his histories, his biographies, etc., and 
one will be surprised how matter can be added, in a few 
years, to many of the best volumes of his library. 

Another important centre—or complex depository—is 
one’s encyclopedia —a treasure which every intelligent 








worker ought to have in these days. Here, then, you 
have a full range of all the field of knowledge. Every 
newspaper we read (if it is worth reading) ought to bear 
the traces of our scissors. Wherever an article or passage 
is seen, worth preserving, clip it out (or, if the rest of the 
family have not read it, then mark it with a pencil, so 
you may bag it after they are through), and put it in 
your encyclopedia, just where it would come alpha- 
betically, or where it should be found, if arranged under 
general divisions,—as in my own encyclopedia, under 
the heads of “ Arts and Sciences,” “Biography,” “Geo- 
graphy,” and “ Natural History.” In course of time it 
will be observed that scraps on certain subjects accumu- 
late rapidly, and in certain openings of your encyclopedia 
the accumulation is growing too large. Now appears 
another branch of the system. Furnish yourself with 
blank scrap-books of uniform size. They can be pur- 
chased by the dozen at a moderate price. For example, 
scraps gather rapidly on the subject of education, Transfer 
all these to a scrap-book marked “ Education.” And you 
may divide and subdivide the subject as it suits your 
work. You may have secular and religious education, 
male and female, etc., though we prefer to have a separate 
scrap-book for the woman question, and indeed, for 
several subdivisions of so important a subject. One 
will also find matter on Sunday-school work rapidly 
accumulating ; and he will notice that his copy of The 
Sunday School Times will, almost every week, be illus- 
trated with cuts—of the scissors—and yield up its golden 
fleece for preservation. You will, therefore, soon trans- 
fer these scraps to a volume titled “ Sunday-school.” This 
volume can be subdivided to suit your own ideas, and 
indexed for ready reference. Each superintendent ought 
to have a scrap-book to contain articles on his own par- 
ticular work, and so should each teacher. Ifa scrap has 
an article printed on both sides, so that one side will be 
hidden if it be pasted fast to the page, then drop it in 
loose, or paste only that portion which will not interfere 
with the reading of the article; or, better siill, take two 
copies of your favorite paper, and you then can preserve 
every article you select, in most accessible form. 

As to the accumulation of scrap-books, the writer’s 
idea is to have one for each of the great cities of the 
world,—every Sunday-school teacher should have one 
for Jerusalem at least, and then one on each of topics such 
as the following, in addition to those named above: 
Bible, Prayer, Providence, Preaching, Teaching, Phases 
of Modern Infidelity, Religion and Science, Woman, 
Christian Working, and one on Wit, and one for Illus- 
trations. Of course the list will be adapted to suit the 
field of the one compiling it. 

Another centre is a large dictionary, in which all 
manner of brief and suggestive lines on words, places, 
things, can be pasted to the tops and bottoms of the 
pages, and around the edges, or dropped in loose, and the 
whole dictionary secured by strings. Here is a dictionary 
the writer values beyond the hundreds. In it one can 
put all manner of recipes, and turn to them ina moment. 
Suppose you have a child easily made a victim by poison- 
ivy or other wild growths (I have four such), you open 
at “ Poison,” and here are a half-dozen or more prescrip- 
tions of the best, You may have to try them all before you 
reach the effective remedy. A child is bitten by a mad 
dog, you snatch your dictionary and open at “ Mad Dog,” 
and you have directions for the best to be done at such a 
crisis. In a family, or for a writer, or for any person 
seeking a place for general intelligence, such a dic- 
tionary can be made of great service. 

Another centre is a cyclopedia of anecdotes. My 
“Arvine,” for example, is as plethoric as Daniel Lambert 


‘or a New York alderman with the heaviest deposits of 


subcutaneous adipose tissue. In this volume can be 
placed all the short, telling anecdotes one cuts from 
papers on a great variety of subjects. 

Another centre is a voluminous popular commentary 
on the entire Bible—say Matthew Henry. This will 
contain illustrations for particular passages of Scripture, 
new facts in history or geography, newly suggested 
meanings, short sermons, cut from papers, and thought 
worthy of preservation. In addition to all the above, 
many workers will find it to their advantage to provide 
box or case envelopes for special topics of practical im- 
portance. Here is one for “ Ventilation ”—certainly a 
topic very nearly concerning all who have to do with 
churches, and schools, and halls, and homes, etc. Here 
is another for “ Last Words,” and another for the late 
news upon missions. Then one who writes or speaks on 
occasion may add ordinary large envelopes, after Mr. 
Moody’s style, for receiving and preserving hints on 
special topics. 

And, again, one will do well to have a gries of blank 
books always at hand for preserving valuable extracts 





for use in writing out thoughts for meditation, for sermon 
outlines, questions for discussion, etc. Here is Vol. I., 
filled with sermon topics discussed briefly, and here is 
Vol. II. filled, and ITI. on the way. Here is another, 
titled “ Theological Topics ;” another—“Art and Reli- 
gion,” etc. Then one may extend the plan still farther 
by carrying in the pocket a note-book to receive sugges- 
tions or observations when one is on the wing—traveling, 
or walking, or visiting,—one book following another, 
until a succession of books are filled with valuable 
matter. 

I think I hear the reader exclaiming, “Too complicated, 
and too extended!” Let us say that the plan will be 
found quite easily worked in practice. It needs a little 
patience at the outset, but one soon forms the habit of 
deciding quickly and preserving promptly. Then, when 
one begins to enjoy the fruit of his “ knowledge at hand,” 
he will never regret the pains he has taken in perfecting 
his system of compilation and reference. We may add, 
that the reader can easily adopt any part of the plan, 
using any one or more of the “centres” to which refer- 
ence has been made. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


THE BROKEN PROMISE. 


BY ERNEST GILMORE, 





Mrs. Morse kept no regular servant. Mrs. Sticht, a 
German woman, came every Monday to do the week’s 
washing, and every Tuesday to do the ironing. She had 
always been a happy-faced, merry woman, but one morn- 
ing Stella Morse, going into the kitchen to make a pud- 
ding for dinner, found a sad face over the wash-board. 

“Good morning, Mrs. Sticht,” Stella said. 

“Good mornin’, Miss Stella,” responded the washer- 
woman soberly, looking up with tear-filled eyes. 

“Are you sick, Mrs. Sticht? You look pale and tired.’ 

“T’m not sick, miss, but I am tired ; I didn’t rest much 
last night,” she answered wearily. 

“Then you better wait until another day to wash; 
mamma would be willing, I’m sure,’’ Stella said kindly. 

“No, miss, I’ll keep right on washin’, but I thank you 
all the same for your kindness. I’ll be just as tired 
to-morrow, an’ the day after too. A mother can’t have 
much rest with a sick child to tend.” 

“Ts your little girl sick, ma’am?” 

**She’s bin sick these two weeks with an awful cold; 
she’s that weak that she can’t hardly walk about the 
room, an’ she’s dreadful wakeful nights.” 

“Who stays with her when you go out to wash?” 

“No one but her little brother Tim; an’ he’s only 
seven years old.” 

“ And you go out washing every day,—do you not?” 

“No, miss; if I did I’d have more money than I’ve 
got. This is my only wash-place; the rest of the week I 
help an ole fruit-woman down in the market, but I don’t 
get much pay.” 

“Do you earn enough to support your children?” 

“ Yes, miss ; but my husband’s long sickness and death 
brought some heavy bills for me to pay. I can’t get any 
extras for my little sick girl, though she’s that lonesome 
when I’m gone that Tim says she-cries most of the time.” 

“ T should think she would be lonely, poor little soul ! 
What does she want most, Mrs. Sticht?” Stella asked. 

A smile flickered over Mrs. Sticht’s face. Perhaps this 
young lady would do something for her little sick girl. 

“Her whole mind seems to be set on a doll; sho’s 
never had a doll, an’ she thinks she’d never get lonesome 
if she had one; she’s a lovin’ little thing, Patty is.” 

“She shall have a doll before the week is out,” Stella 
said decidedly. ‘I have a pretty wax one with golden 
curls and blue eyes that I used to play with myself. | 
have not bad it out for a long time, and it has no clothes, 
but I'll dress it up just as pretty as I can, and—let me 
see, to-day is Monday—by Wednesday I’ll have it ready.” 

“Oh! that is very good of you, Miss Stella,” the wo- 
man said gratefully; “ Patty’ll laugh for joy sure.” 

“ Let me see, what is your number, Mrs. Sticht?” 

“ Number Eleven, Spraker’s Court. I can come after 
the doll, if you say so.” 

“No, I’ll not trouble you; besides, I want to see the 
little sick girl. Just tell her for me, please, that I’ll be 
there on Wednesday with a beautiful doll, dressed in ruf- 
fled bfue silk, and I will bring her some other things too.” 

Stella spoke earnestly, and a load was lifted from the 
mother’s heart. Her unspoken thought was, “I believe 
the child will soon get better when she gets the doll she 
so longs for.’”” 

Patty’s eyes grew bright when her mother told her that 
a dear, kind young girl was coming to her on Wednes- 
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day with a beautiful blue-eyed, golden-haired doll, 
dressed in blue silk. 

“For my very own?—O mamma, for my very own?” 
asked Patty clasping and unclasping her thin, white 
hands in her excitement. 

There were tears in her mother’s eyes as she bent her 
head and kissed Patty’s forehead, saying tenderly, “‘ Yes, 
dear, for your very own.” 

Wednesday came,—a bright, beautiful day. Patty’s 
first words to her mother were, ““O mamma! this is the 
day that my dolly is coming. O mamma! I believe 
I’ll get well quick when dolly comes.” 

Mrs. Sticht did not like to leave home that morning 
for some reason, but she felt that she must, for the rent 
was nearly due, and the doctor who came to see the child 
cared more for filling his pockets, than for filling human 
hearts with thankfulness. She came home very weary, 
but with one glad thought, namely, “I suppose Patty is 
overjoyed with her pretty doll. How good of Miss 
Stella to think of my poor little one!” 

But as she stepped over her own threshold, a very 
weary little face greeted her. Patty’s cheeks were 
flushed, and she said brokenly, ‘“‘O mamma, my dolly 
didn’t come.” 

“ An’ she wouldn’t stop cryin’,mamma, an’ my head 
aches,” sobbed Tim, who was worn out by his sister’s 
day of bitter sorrow. 

Mrs. Scicht did not go to bed that night. She watched 
beside restless Patty, who tossed about all night, talking 
about blue eyes and golden hair and blue silk dresses, 
moaning in her sleep, “ An’ my dolly didn’t come; an’ 
my sweet, sweet dolly didn’t come.” 

Monday morning came. A little boy stood knocking 
at Mrs. Morse’s kitchen door. Stellaopenedit. “ Mam- 
ma can’t wash to-day, Patty’s tuk worse,” he said quickly, 
and then scampered away. 

“Oh, what a shame that I haven’t dressed that doll!” 
Stella said mentally. “I certainly meant to, but there 
were so many things to take up my attention that I kept 
putting it off. I’ll dress it this very day.” 

‘Tuesday morning Stella, with the beautiful, tastefully 
dressed dol] in her arms, and a little bag of oranges also, 
started for Mrs. Sticht’s. In answer to her rap, Mrs. 
Sticht opened the door. Her eyes were heavy with weep- 
ing and her face had grown more aged. © 

“ How is little Patty this morning, Mrs. Sticht? I've 
brought her the doll. Can I see her?” were Stella’s rapid 
questions. 

“ Yes, Miss Stella, you can see her. Walk in, please.” 

There was anguish and reproof in the mother’s tone ; 
Stella stepped inside the poorly furnished room; the 
mother led the way to one corner, and pointed to a little 
white-draped cot. 

The terrible truth dawned upon Stella. She had come 
too late. Patty wasdead. She burst into tears as the 
sobbing, broken-hearted mother uncovered the little still 
face. Through her tears Stella could see how beautiful 
Patty was, with her golden hair brushed back from a 
pretty forehead, and her dear little hands clasped over 
her still bosom. 

“ And did you tell her I would bring the doll? Did 
she look for it?” Stella moaned, her remorseful tears 
rolling down her cheeks like rain. 

“Look for it! Yes, Miss Stella, she looked for it day 
and night,” Mrs. Sticht answered huskily. “She was 
very light-headed toward the last; she talked of nothin’ 
else. Just before she died her reason returned. She sat 
up in bed, an’ put her arms around my neck, an’ said, 
‘Good-bye, mamma ; I’m goin’ to heaven.’ ‘ I cried aloud, 
but Patty smoothed my cheek, and said, ‘Don’t cry, 
mamma, you'll come by and by, an’ I'll be waitin’ and 
lovin’ my blue-eyed dolly, ’cause I know Jesus will give 
me one, cause there’s no tears in heaven.’ ”’ 





WAYS OF WORKING. 


IMPROVING THE LIBRARY AND ITS 
CATALOGUES. 


There is always room for good suggestions concerning 
the Sunday-scheol library and its uses. Hence there 
will be a welcome accorded to the subjoined paper, which 
was read before the Baptist Superintendents’ Union of 
Boston and its vicinity, by one of its members. 

“HOW SHALL WE IMPROVE OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

LIBRARIES AND CATALOGUES? 

“ First, Think. Think of the inestimable value of 
having the best thoughts of the best writers received and 
assimilated with the life of the reader. Think of the 
need of having the mind brought into contact with truth 





resist the attacks of skepticism and doubt and dishonesty 

and impurity and falsehood. Think, until you feel deep 

in your heart that the teachers and scholars in your 

Sunday‘school must have the benefit of the choicest 

words to be found. Think that, unless the church pro- 

vides as pure water as can be found the great enemy will 

hold out the tempting draught, and mental intoxication, 

ending, alas! sometimes in spiritual delirium and death. 

“ The free public library will never take the place of the 

Sunday-school library. It is under the dominion of the 

god of this world, and is not carried on for the purpose 
of making young people or old people spiritually better. 

The object of a Sunday-school library should be to assist 
in bringing about that for which the church works, 
namely, salvation, edification, regeneration, growth. The 
church should be able to say to its Sunday-school schol- 
ars (and teachers also, for there should be help for teachers 
as well as scholars), ‘Here is good food for the mind 
and soul.’ It would thus, while directly supplying 
something nutritious and healthful, help the reader to dis- 
cern between evil and good, between true science and 
that which is falsely so called, between the wisdom which 
is from above and that which is full of all deceit, ‘a 
child of the devil.’ 

“ Secondly, Being yourself filled with the important sub- 
ject, find out who, among the most faithful workers in the 
church, are best qualified to judge of the merits of books. 
Having ascertained, with great care, the true value of 
a number of volumes for readers of various » ges (some 
books of first quality, some of second, and some, inev- 
itably, of no value at all), pass them around to those 
persons whom you desire for a committee on selection, 
asking a well-considered opinion of their value. Mean- 
while, if you are going to need money, and are not 
regularly and properly supplied, talk with the church- 
members who have influence, are liberal, and interested 
in the circulation of first-class reading matter. The pastor 
must be seen, and he will probably be found interested in 
the success of the plan. Ifa contribution is wanted, ask 
him to preach a sermon on the subject of ‘reading.’ It 
could certainly be made of great profit to the church and 
congregation. Then, with the co-operation of the members 
with whom you have already talked, raise whatever money 
is wanted ; call your board of management together, tell 
them some of your thoughts; get the committee who 
have stood the test already mentioned to go through the 
present library (throwing out books not wanted), and 
make such additions as you can pay for. The new books 
can be put in as slowly or as rapidly as the committee 
may be able carefully to do the work. 

“ Thirdly, The future librarian should be one of this com- 
mittee. Perhaps you already have the right man in the 
right place. If not, get him. He should be a man of 
intelligence, spirituality, and quick perception, who, being 
interested equally with all the workers in the souls of 
the scholars. and realizing how useful he may be in 
putting together the reader and just the book to be read, 
will devote himself to acquiring a knowledge of the 
material he has in hand, and of the wants of the con- 
stituency which he serves. 

“ Fourthly, The committee on assembling should decide 
on some rules to govern them in their choice. I am 
persuaded that each committee must have its own 
standard. No other body of men .and women, however 
ihtelligent or godly, can decide for this committee, in 
this Sunday-school, at this time. Are books on natural 
history, science, biography, travel, missions, etc., to be 
accepted? If so,in what proportion? How many dis- 
tinctively denominational volumes shall be taken? How 
many ‘story books’? Shall that which is too highly 
drawn, overwrought, or untrue, be admitted, although 
very pious, or strongly total abstinence? What about 
slang phrases, etc.? It will be well for each member to 
state before the whole committee the main points of the 
books assigned to him, and whether any special strength 
or seeming weakness appears in the pages. Let the 
committee then vote on acceptance or rejection. If ac- 
cepted, the description given will do well for the specia] 
catalogue hereafter mentioned. This careful examina- 
tion of library books would result in the throwing out of 
some books already on the shelves, and in the securing 
of better books in their places. 

“ And nowa word about the catalogue, or rather the two 
catalogues; for there should be not only the general one 
for everybody, but a special, written one, quite full in its 
description, for the use of the librarian, superintendent, 
and teachers. This should be kept carefully by the 
librarian, for particular reference, when books are 
wanted for special cases. The general catalogue for 
school use should be sufficiently graded and descriptive 
to enable the members to select according to their age 


division and description. Titles alone are insufficient 
and often mislead. 

“Tn closing, allow me to express the conviction that the 
value of a Sunday-school library, as an aid in accom- 
plishing the result of Sunday-school effort, has never 
been properly estimated. If teachers would acquaint 
themselves with the books in the library and consider 
carefully the needs of their scholars, and by judicious- 
ness and tact lead those committed to their charge to 
choose higher and purer reading, they might not only 
develop a more refined intellectual taste in their scholars, 
but be the means, by the blessing of God, of bringing 
into the church a body of stronger, more intelligent 
workers for the Master, better qualified for the varied 
services which are called for in our day.” 





QUICKENING INTEREST IN STUDY. 


If scholars fail to study their lessons, the teacher is 
clearly not a success in his work. What is he put over 
the class for, if it is not to promote as well as to test the 
scholars’ lesson study? If all the responsibility rests 
with the scholars, of what account is the teacher? A 
good teacher will sooner or later have studying scholars. 
Wise methods of quickening an interest in study are 
various, and good illustrations of them are likely to be 
helpful as a pattern. 
A Bible-class teacher of Vineland, New Jersey, sends 
a good specimen of a weekly bulletin, prepared by a 
copygrapb, and sent out to his scholars in advance of the 
teaching. He says of its success: “The class numbers 
eighteen, male and female. Two years ago not one ever 
looked at a lesson ; now I find it about as much es I can 
do to keep ahead of them. Of course the idea is not 
novel or original ; but some poor discouraged teacher 
may be encouraged to try something of the sort to bounce 
himself and class out of a rut.” 

That report is a good recommendation of the method. 
The specimen sent is subjoined. It is for the first lesson 
of the year ; but its plan is good for any Sunday. 





REPENT. BELIEVE. WORK. 
(Mark 1 : 14-28.) 
THE CALL OF CHRIST TO FOLLOW HIM NOW. 


1. Name five things Jesus did. 
. Were Simon and Andrew excused on account of | 
ignorance or poverty? Well! will you be? 
- Does God call you to be a fisher of men? 
. Why don’t you straightway go to work ? 
. Who introduced Simon to Jesus ? 
. Have you not some one in your home who is un- 
converted ? 
. If so, why not take him to Jesus at once? 
8. Is your faith as strong as that of these four 
men ? (v. 18.) 
9. If it is not, does not the message at the top of 
this page tell you what you need to do? 
10. If these men had been disputing or idling, would 
they have been called ? 
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MY NEW YEAR'S RESOLVE. 


FEED THY LAMBS. | 
LOR D, QPENLY CONFESS | 
| LOVE CONSTANTLY THEE 
I LEAVE ALU FOR | : 
WILL | O®8* ) 
{ ‘WORK IN THY VINEYARD. 
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Mr. Eben Shute, of Bosten, prepares a series of printed 
cards for distribution among the scholars, in a similar 
line of effort. That for the second Sunday in February 
is in form as follows : 


FOR FEBRUARY 12, 1882. 
B. C. D. 


| Please write on a piece of paper, either 
in the words of the Bible or your ewn 
language, some things you find in next 
Sunday’s lesson, using the letters printed 
above as the first letters of the prominent 
words, 

For instance, you can write 

Those who Do the will of God are the 
Brethren of Christ. 

Do not give more than ten answers. 

Sign your name and the name of your 
teacher, and hand to the superintendent 
previous to the opening of the school. 
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These cards are sold by Mr. Shute, in sets of four, at 
twenty-five cents for a hundred cards, His address is 











and honesty and purity and faith, so as to be prepared to 


* 


and liking. This cannot be done without some sort of 


20 Tremont Temple, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


_ ee 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
! 
| First Quarter, 1882. 
1. January 1.—The Beginning of the Gospel..............---- Mark 1: 1-13 
2 January 8.—Jesus in Galilee ........ 2.100.222 cneweeeeweseee Mark 1: 14-28 


3. January 15.—Power to Heal 
4. January 22.—Power to Forgive 
5. January 29.—The Pharisee Answered 
6, February 5.—Christ and his Disciples............--...-.++- 
7. Feb. 12.—Christ’s Foes and Friends 
8. February 19.—Parable of the Sower 
9%. February 26.—The Growth of the Kingdom..... 
10. March 5.—Christ Stilling the Tempest 
11, March 12.—Power over Evil Spirits. 
12, March 19.—Power over Disease and Death 
13. March 26.—Review. 





LESSON 7, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1882. 


Mie: CHRIST’S FOES AND FRIENDS. 
GOLDEN TEXT: He THAT 18 NOT WITH MK 18 AGAINST ME.— 
Matt, 12: %. 


Lesson Topic: Jesus Recognizes Dividing Lines. 
1. Unity is Essential, v. 20-27. 


2. Blasphemy is Damnation, vy. 28-30. 
{ 3. Fidelity is Relationship, v. 31-35. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Feb. 6: Mark 3: 20-35. Jesus recognizes dividing 
lines. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7: 1 Cor, 1: 10-18. An exhortation to unity. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8: John 17: 20-26. A prayer for unity. 
Thursday, Feb. 9: Matt, 12: 31-37. The sin of blasphemy. 
Friday, Feb. 10: Levy. 24: 10-16. The punishment of blas- 
phemy. . 
Saturday, Feb.11: 1Cor,12:12-27. Relationship in service. 
Swnday, Feb. 12: Rom, 8:9-17. Relationship from adoption. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Mark 3: 20-35.] 

20. And the multitude cometh together again, so that they 
could not so much as eat bread. 

21. And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay 
hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself. 

22. And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, 
He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he 
out devils, 

23. And he called them wnto Aim, and said unto them in 
parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 

24. And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand, 

25. And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot 
stand, 

26. And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he 
cannot stand, but hath an end. 

27. No man can enter into astrong man’s house, and spoil his 
goods, except he will first bind the strong man ; and then he 
will spoil his house. 

28. Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme : : 

29. But he thatshall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation : 

30, Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit. 

31, There came then his brethren and his mother, and, stand- 
ing without, sent unto him, calling him. 

32. And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, 
Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. 

33, And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or 
my brethren ? 

34, And he looked round about on them which sat abont him, 
and said, Behold my mother and my brethren ! 

35. For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
prother, and my sister, and mother, 


Outline: 


[REVISED TEXT.]} 


20 And he cometh ‘into a house. And the multitude cometh 
together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 

21 And when his friends heard it, they went out to lay hold 
22 on him: for they said, He is beside himself. And the 
seribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath 
Beelzebub, and * By the prinee of the * devils casteth he out 
the * devils, And he called them unto him, and said unto them 
in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? And if a king- 
dom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
5 And if a house be divided against itself, that house will 
not be able to stand, And if Satan hath risen up against 
himself, and is divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. 
7 But no one can enter into the house of the strong man, and 
spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man ; and 
then he will spoil his house. Verily [ say unto you, All 
their sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and their 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but 
whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath 
30 never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin : because 
they said, He hath an unclean spirit. 
And there come his mother and his brethren; and, stand- 
ing without, they sent uato him, calling him. And a mul- 
titude was sitting about him; and they say unto him, Be- 
hold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thée. 
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32 


33 And he answere.h them, and saith, Who is my mother and 
34 my brethren? And looking round on them which sat round 
about him, he saith, Behold, my mother and my brethren! 
35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother, 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Mark 3: 21. He is beside himself.——Jehu came forth to the 
servants of his lord: and one said unto him, Is all well? 
wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? 2 Kings 9: 11.—— 
The prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multi- 
tude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. Hos. 9: 7.—— 
Many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye 
him? John 10: 20,——Festus said with a loud voice, Pau’, 
thou art beside thyself [mad, Revised Version] ; much learning 
hath made thee mad [doth turn thee to madness, Revised Ver - 
sion]. Acts 26: 24.——Whether we be beside ourselves, it is 
to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause. 2 Cor. 
5: 13, 


V. 22. He hath Beelzebub.——But I am a worm, and no man; 
a reproach of men, and despised of the people. Psa. 22: 6. 
——The Pharisees said, He casteth out devils througn the 
prince of the devils. Matt. 9 : 34..—If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call 
them of his household? Matt. 10: 25.—This fellow doth 
not cast out devils but by Beelzebub the prince of devils. 
Matt, 12: 24.—-The people answered and said, Thou hast, a 
devil. John 7: 20.——Others said, These are not the words of 
him that hath a devil [sayings of one possessed with a devil, 
Revised Version]. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 
John 10: 21. 


V. 24, Kingdom be divided.——Then God sent an evil spirit 
between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of 
Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech. Judg. 9: 23. 
——So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion 
have we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of 
Jesse... . So Israel departed unto their tents. . . . And 
Rehoboam . . . assembled all the house of Judah .. . to fight 
against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 1 Kings 12: 16, 21.——They 
shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm: Manasseh, 
Ephraim ; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall 
be against Judah. Isa. 9: 20, 21.——I will set the Egyptians 
against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against 
his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against 
city, and kingdom against kingdom. Isa. 19: 2. 


V. 25. House be divided,——There was a strife between the 
herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle. 
Gen, 13: 7.——When his brethren saw that his father loved 
him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably to him. Gen. 37 : 4. Behold how good and 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. Psa. 
133: 1.——If ye bite and devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another. Gal. 5: 15.——For where 
envying and strife is [jealousy and faction are, Revised Ver- 
sion], there is confusion and every evil work [vile deed, 
Revised Version). Jas. 3:16, 


V. 27. First bind the strong man.— —Shail the prey be taken 
from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? Isa. 49: 24. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and 
he shall divide the spoil with the strong. Isa. 53: 12.—— 
When a strong man armed keepeth his palace [guardeth his 
own court, Revised Version), his goods are in peace: but when 
a stronger than he shall come upon him, he taketh from him 
all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. 
Luke 11: 21, 22.——Having spoiled [put off from himself, 
Revised Version] principalities and powers, he made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it. Col. 2: 15. 


V. 29. Blaspheme against the Holy Ghost.——Unto him that 
blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. 
Luke 12: 10.——Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy who . . . hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace? Heb, 10: 29. 


V. 33. Who is my mother, or my brethren f——Who said unto 
his father and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither did 
he acknowledge his brethren. Deut. 33 : 9.——Wist ye not that 
I must be about my Father’s business ? [must be in my Father’s 
house, Revised Version.] Luke 2: 49. Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, what have I to do with thee? John 2: 4.——Hence- 
forth we know no man after the flesh ; yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him 
no more. 2 Cor, 5: 16. 

V. 34. Behold my mother and my brethren.——1 will declare 
thy name unto my brethren. Psa. 22 : 22.——Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these my 
brethren [one of these my brethren, even these least, Revised 
Version], ye have done it unto me. Matt. 25: 40.——Go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and 
your Father. John 20: 17.——That he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Rom. 8: 29.——For which cause he 
is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare 
thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church [con- 
gregation, Revised Version] will I sing praise unto thee. Heb. 
2:11, 12. 

V. 35. Do the will of God.——Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.. Matt. 
7: 21.——If any man will do [willeth to do, Revised Version] 
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or whether I speak of myself. John 7: 17.——He being not a 
forgetful hearer, but doer of the work [not a hearer that for- 
getteth, but a doer that worketh, Revised Version], this man 
shall be blessed in his deed. Jas. 1: 25,—-He that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever. 1 John 2: 17. 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


Between the incidents recorded in last lesson and those in 
this occurs a long series of events related by Matthew and 
Luke, but omitted by Mark. Most noticeable among these is 
the delivery of the Sermon on the Mount ; which was also the 
first of the series, Then followed the healing of the cen- 
turion’s servant at Capernaum, the healing of the widow’s 
son at Nain, and other events whose chronological sequence 
is not altogether certain. .To this period belong John the 
Baptist’s sending disciples to Jesus to ask whether it was he 
who should come, or another was to be looked for; the 
anointing of Jesus’ feet by a woman who had been a sinner ; 
and Jesus’ second circuit in Galilee. It was on this circuit, 
probably, that some or all of the events of this lesson occurred. 
Between verses 30 and 31, moreover, appear to belong 
incidents related by Matthew and Luke. 
It was still the year A. D. 28, summer or autumn probably ; 
and not far from halfway between the second and the third 
passovers of our Lord’s public ministry. The coming together 
again of the multitude, with which the lesson opens, has 
been supposed by some to show that it was at the close of the 
second circuit through Galilee that the events of the lesson 
occurred. This, however, cannot be decisive; and it is only 
worth mentioning to show how little is left to guide us in 
ascertaining the minute particulars of place and time in the 
life of Jesus. 
Beelzebub, the name of the lord of the evil spirits, means 
“ fly-god,” or, more strictly, “lord of flies.” In the better 
texts it reads “ Beelzebul;” which was the Jewish nickname, 
meaning “ lord of filth ;” which well goes with the expres- 
sion “an unclean spirit.” “Satan ’” means adversary. 
CRITiCAL NOTES. 

Jesus was now back in Capernaum, as Luke informs us. 
He had returned from his withdrawal to the mountain with 
his disciples. 

Verse 20.— The multitude: The same, or the same sort, as 
that mentioned in verse 9. By reason of mere numbers it 
was an oppressive throng.—Cometh together again: The words 
of Mark denote an immediate and present action. Again 
shows how well he was known, and how certain the crowd 
was to reassemble.—So that they could not so much as eat bread : 
So that it was not even possible to take a (regular) meal. Eat 
bread is technical, or an oriental idiom, for “take a meal.” 
No wonder that Jesus was sometimes obliged to retire from 
the thronging multitude, who kept him even from rest and 
eating. 

Verse 21.—His friends: Literally, Those by him. The 
expression is of undefined meaning, and may include his 
relatives, or only his acquaintances and friends. Apparently, 
from all the language together, these were his friends and 
family from Nazareth, who heard at a distance what every 
one in Capernaum knew, and went out, or went forth, a day’s 
journey or so, to correct matters, as they supposed. His friends 
cannot mean his disciples, for they were with him ; nor would 
they say that he is beside himself ; nor seek to lay hold on him, 
that is, to restrain (or rescue) him forcibly. But, from John 
7: 5, we learn that “his brethren did not believe on him.”— 
He is beside himself ; An expression somewhat like our “he is 
out of his head.’’—It is not to be supposed that this action of 
“his friends” was in a hostile spirit, but friendly ; to save 
him from danger, or from wearing out. 

Verse 22.—Scribes: The men of the books. The learned 
men. Their learning, of course, was chiefly in the law and 
its traditional exposition (and perversion).— Which came 
down from Jerusalem: They had come down (from the high 
land of Judea) tc watch him. Matthew states the particular 
occasion on which the accusation of the scribes arose. It was 
when, because of his miracles, the common people asked 
whether this was not the Son of David, the Messiah. Thus 
the following saying of the scribes was the worst sort of a 
denial of their Messiah and Saviour, and—what remains but 
a “sorer punishment,” and a fearful looking for of judgment, 
tosuch asin? It is casting away all salvation and turning 
to the Devil’s tender mercies.—He hath Beelzebub : Not pos- 
sessed by a mere (subordinate) demon, but by the prince of 
them. Beelzebub was the Philistine lord of flies ; which the 
Hebrews nicknamed “ Beelzebul,” or lord of filth, or, lord of 
the habitation ; a witty twist as respects both the meaning 
and the habits of the flies, and also the human dwelling of 
the demons. “ Beelzebul” is the reading of the better Greek 
texts; and it is not unlikely that the scribes should have 
used that form of the word in their hostile, and probably 
contemptuous, talk.— By the prince of devils casteth he out devils : 
As one commands those under his authority—But he would 
not use his authority so as to destroy it. 

Verse 23.—Called them unto him: As they had probably 
been standing a little apart from him. Jesus was any way 





his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, 


determined to leave no excuse for this accusation.—Jn para- 
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bles : After the common Jewish method; for they loved and 
continually used similitudes.—How can Satan cast out Satan : 
Jesus begins after the method of the scribes. He asks a 
question, to fix in their minds the proposition he intends to 
prove. The parables that follow are the answer and the argu- 
ment. Mark does not give the formal conclusion of the 
whole argument (though he does that of the subsidary one, in 
verse 26), but passes on to the practical application (verse 28), 
but Matthew does give the conclusion in form (Matt. 12: 28). 
—Satan : Originally a common noun meaning “adversary,” but 
adopted as a proper name for the Devil: T’he Adversary, most 
eminently. 

The verses which follow give the answer and argument in 
three brief parables, or rather, likenesses or similitudes or 
comparisons ; for such is the meaning of the word here. But 
between verses 25 and 27 he gives the formal answer to the 
question propounded in verse 23. In verse 27 he returns to 
his main argument (by simile, still), to show that he cannot 


be Beelzebub, but a stronger, and indeed his utter enemy. It: 


is after this verse that the conclusion recorded in Matthew 
properly comes in.—It should be noted that the parabolic 
argument of Jesus shows that he did not disdain to amplify so 
as to leave the objectors no excuse. The very answer to his 
question in verse 23 properly disposes of the whole matter to 
one who admits its fair application to the case in hand. ~ 

Verse 24——A kingdom: They had suggested this com- 
parison—or rather use of a conceded fact about the devilish 
realm—by their use of the word “ prince.” —Be divided against 
itself: Be divided into factions against its own interests and 
existence.—Stand ; Continue to exist as a kingdom. 

Verse 25.— House: Either a household (in the wider or 
narrower sense), or a tribe. Our similar use of the. English 
word is common. “The house of David” furnishes a 
parallel ; and indeed this very expression is used in Matthew's 
account of the people’s inquiries, and may have been seized 
upon by Jesus as the “ kingdom” was. 

Verse 26.— Hath risen up: As if to oppose, or war.—And be 


divided: Some good texts read, He is divided, or, He has: 


been divided ; thus stating as part of the conclusion what our 
text states as part of the supposition.— But hath an end: Jesus 
is not content with merely stating the result before, but makes 
the conclusion emphatic by repetition in a different form. 
Satan cannot stand: he comes to anend. Quick intellects 
might have objected in some other form had he not cut them 
off by this amplification ; and slow intellects might not have 
perceived what was in the words already. 

Verse 27.—The negative side of the argument, or the 
answer to the question in verse 23, is substantially finished in 
verse 26. It is not necessary to round out the logical form 
by saying “ I therefore am not Satan, nor possessed by Beelze- 
bub.” But now he goes on to the affirmative side, to show by 
a comparison who he really is, so as to cut off all peradventure 
in their minds, whether that of cavil or that of dullness.— 
Strong man’s house: As the castle of a prince or mighty man 
of war.—Spoil: Take as spoil; or plunder.—Bind the strong 
man: Of course this expresses his superior power ; but it is 
often overlooked how strong the expressions of this simili- 
iude are. It is as when one king invades or besieges another, 
and finally overcomes him and puts him in chains as a captive. 

Mark leaves the explanation of this parable to his quick- 
witted readers; but Matthew shows that our Lord did not 
leave even that to implication: “ But if I by the Spirit of 
God cast out devils, then is the kingdom of God come upon 
you” (Matt. 12:28). And they knew well that the bringer 
of this kingdom was their Messiah. 

Verse 28.—Sons of men: Men; human beings.—Blas- 
phemes : Injurious speeches against God.— Hath never forgive- 
ness: And necessarily so. How can one both reject the Mes- 
siah and give the lie to his witness the Spirit, and, at the 
same time, believe in the Messiah and receive the Spirit’s 
testimony ?—Guiliy: In the power of; held to answer for; 
liable to be judged, condemned, and punished for.— Eternal 
sin: Sin that lasts forever. A sin which either consists in 
refusal to repent, or which excludes repentance, cannot be 
forgiven. 

Verse 30.— Because: The above Jesus said because.—He 
hath an unclean spirit: This is not to be taken «+ a strict 
definition of the unpardonable sin, but as an indication (or 
one of the outward signs) of its general character. It was 
both calling Jesus unclean and possessed with Satan himself, 
and calling the Spirit of God, and the Spirit which was given 
to Jesus not by measure, the prince of demons. It was an 
indication of most obstinate and unholy resistance to God. 
If a man stumbles and falls, he may rise. If he confesses 
his sins, God is faithful to forgive and cleanse. But what has 
God to do with those who refuse to confess and repent, and 
show their hostility by calling salvation the Devil’s work ? 

To these parables Matthew adds another. See Matthew 
12: 33-37, 

Verse 31.— And there come his mother and his brethren: Per- 
haps they had come all the way from Nazareth (see v. 21) ; 
but it is uncertain. ‘ 

Verse 32.— Multitude: The same vast, pressing throng.— 
Seek: Not to find, for that was easy ; but to get to him. 

Verse 33.— Who is my mother and my brethren: Not that 





he was indifferent, but that his case was peculiar. His busi- 
ness was such that he must forego, family matters for those of 
a higher sort. 

Verse 34.—T' hem which sat round about him: Not the multi- 
tude, but his disciples, or pupils, or learners. To learn of 
Jesus was to learn to do, not merely to acquire knowledge ; 
as is shown by abundant passages in the Gospels. “ Take my 
yoke upon you ” is the first step to “learn of me.” 

Verse 35.— Whosoever shall do the will of God: See John 
6:28, 29. And see also, in this connection, John 17 : 7-11. 
The New Testament is full of expressions which make the 
oriental figure used by Jesus in this verse the very opposite 
of extravagant. 

“FOR OR AGAINST?” 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 

When the civil wars raged in England just before the Pro- 
tectorate, mounted horsemen used to stop travelers on the 
highway with the stern question, “For or against?”’ They 
meant by this to challenge the instant decision concerning 
King Charles. It was as if the question had been, “Are you 
loyal or disloyal? Are you to be reckoned as the king’s friend 
or the king’s foe?” 

No one can read the verses offered for our study this Sabbath, 
without being convinced that, whatever else they suggest, their 
main force is directed towards the establishment of clean issues 
between men and God, and the demand for clear decisions. 

I. Those who are not Christ’s friends are to be esteemed 
his foes: “ He that is not with me is against me” (Matt. 12: 
30). 

1. The issue is clean. Our Lord begins with saying that 
even Beelzebub would fall if he suffered his kingdom to be 


divided against itself. As for his own spiritual kingdom, he’ 


announces that he would not permit for one moment any 
attempt to compromise it with wickedness or willful indul- 
gence. But he, on the other hand, ends with saying that he 
stands ready to receive into closest relationships those who 
should do the will of God. There should be no fickleness in 
human loyalty, and there never would be any favoritism in 
divine love. 

2. The decision must be clear. The gospel is not understood 
because it is sosimple; it is not accepted because its professions 
are so great. The marvelous reach of our Lord’s thought here 
is what makes men stumble. It is a supreme thing to know 
the Son of God is our friend. To have “friends at the royal 
court ” is the highest hope of some men. But we read in the 
Bible that Christ chose human beings to be Ais friends, in all 
that the word involves. Even in Old Testament times, Abra- 
ham was called “the friend of God.” The Redeemer of men 
proposes to establish an everlasting kingdom in this world 
upon the basis of constituting every subject of it his personal 
friend. ; 

3. If any one refuses this issue, and defers this decision, it 
must be because he is not Christ's friend, but his foe. One 
would think that human hearts would welcome such an offer, 
and would stand to it with a joyous acceptance unfalteringly 
to the end. Alexander the Great was once asked how it was 
that he had conquered the world ; and he answered, “ By 
not wavering.” If men had only held the faith as Jesus has 
held his covenant, the whole world would have been converted 
long ago. ; 

II. Those who are not Christ’s foes are his friends; so he 
says: “He that is not against us is on our part” (Mark 9: 40). 
The New Revision renders this thus: “ is for us.” 

1. The use of a single verse, in the Epistle to the Romans 
(8:7), will be of much help here: “ The carnal mind is enmity 
against God.” What does this mean? The “ carnal mind” 
is literally ‘ mind of the flesh ;” and the expression refers to 
the disposition of an unregenerate man. It isa state of mind 
as easy to be recognized as any other. It showsitself in ways 
of thinking, and in forms of taste. The word “savorest” (in 
Matt. 16: 23) suggests a feast figure which is not in Christ’s 
teaching at all; the New Revision rightly alters it to 
“mindest,” as the term compels. The “ mind of the flesh” 
is an unrenewed mind. To a man in his natural state of 
alienation from God, the ordinary objects of attention, desire, 
and pursuit, are corrupt, irreligious, and worldly ; hence he 
is an enemy of God. 

2. But it is the abuse of this verse which hinders its legiti- 
mate power of help. It does not seem easy to find a passage 


in all the New Testament which has suffered more than this | 


has. 

It has been mutilated willfully in quotation. Five persons 

out of six in village prayer-meetings would make it read 
“heart” instead of “mind.” I once heard an evangelist 
preach upon it; he gave it out from memory as his text, and 
repeated it a score of times, and invariably said “the carnal 
heart.” 
. It has been violently wrested from its connection. Most of 
the printed volumes, choosing this for a motto, labor to infer 
from it that every human heart is hopeless, helpless, and for- 
ever alienated from God, as if it were only a proof-text to 
show that the whole race feels spiteful and hostile towards 
him. 

Now be it understood that the verse is thrown in here by 








the apostle for a far more comforting and exhilarating pur- 
pose ; that is to prove by contrast the full joyous experience 
of the children of grace. The whole passage (Rom. 8; 5-9) 
is one of the véry best of the renderings of the New Revision. 

Il. The enemies of Christ are evidenced by their enmity. 
At first sight this would seem,to be a truism: Jet us see. 

1, An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s being. A 
careful reading of Psalm 14: 1 will show that the words 
“there is” are in italics: many commentators say it ought 
to read, “ Would that there were no God!” 

2. An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s character. 
Holiness is the most unpopular of all the divine attributes. 
A heathen deity in any so-called religions system may be 
assumed from the outset to be vile, passionate, unjust and 
impure, 

3. An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s law. It 
perplexes, restrains, and condemns him. He recoils from it 
in sullen rejection, But the spiritually minded psalmist 
sings in the gladness of his content: “ Thy law do I love.” 

4. An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s plan of 
redemption. He is not willing to admit his need, and take 
his pardon as a lost sinner. This is “ the offense of the cross.” 

5. An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s service. 
He has no relish for church people or church exercises. 
Whitefield used to say an unconverted man would leave 
heaven and fly to hell, in order to be rid of what he disliked 
so malignantly, 

6. An enemy of Christ hates the notion of God’s sov- 
ereignty. He will not have the Lord Jesus to reign over him. 
He impugns his right to save’ some or to condemn any souls 
of men, 

We are often invited to search for evidences of regenera- 
tion; why not occasionally reverse the process, and look up 
the evidences of unregeneration? If men humbly and hon- 
estly deny that they hate anything of God’s, if they say 
that no feeling of theirs answers to these tests, can their 
minds be still carnal? But if they are not enemies, they are 
friends, Perhaps we might find some who would give usa 
chance to repeat the exclamation of Paul: “But ye are not 
in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you!” 

IV. The friends of Christ are evidenced by their obedi- 
ence: “ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you.” . This wonderful verse (John 15: 14) will bear an 
analysis. 

1, Obedience to Christ will be active in its nature. The 
word here is not feel, but “do.” Many persons seem to pre- 
fer a mysterious test rather than an open one. But nothing 
is plainer than that our Lord demands a life, not an 
“experience” only. That, after all, is the real test of one’s 
love to his Lord, and it is the test which costs more than 
any other. ; 

2. Obedience to Christ will be universal in its reach, A 
great word is that “ whosoever” we so often comment upon ; 
but every true child of God must remember that “ whatsoever” 
is as far-reaching a term as “ whosoever.” Think of that 
fine old married couple, Zacharias and Elisabeth, living 
“blameless” in Judea (Luke 1: 6). Duty always matches 
privilege under the gospel. 

3. Obedience to Christ will be submissive in its temper. “I 
command :” it is the Lord himself whom we serve. So the 
difficult duties will be rather sweeter on the whole than the 
convenient and the tasteful. Missionaries tell us that the 
Koords call the Bible, “ Boyn sook:” that is, the Volume of 
Command. 

4. Obedience to Christ will be affectionate in its spirit. An 
old divine says “the obedience of the heart is the heart of 
obedience.” Has the day passed for self-sacrificing labors of 
loyal devotion? Marie Antoinette’s maid thrust her living 
arm through the iron hasp of a door which the insurgents 
were forcing in order to maltreat her queen, and stood 
unflinching while the slender bones crashed into pieces. 
David's men periled their lives that their king might have a 
draught of weter from “the well of Bethlehem, that was by 
the gate” (2 Sam. 23: 16). 

V. It is wise for all immortal beings to settle at once 
whether they are friends or enemies of Jesus Christ. 

In the Revised Version the familiar verse (1 Cor. 16; 22) 
reads thus: “If any man loveth not the Lord, let him be 
anathema. Maranatha,” Then the marginal note adds the 
translation of these final words: “Our Lord cometh.” So it 
seems there is danger for some who feel quite at rest now; 
and the Lord is coming again. 

1, No neutrality is permitted during these war times in the 
universe. No negative moral state is possible before God. 

2. Those who teach truth must urge immediate decision on all 
around them. A most melancholy task would a medical lec- 
turer have, who should deliberately set before himself the 
duty of exhibiting every form of heart-disease in turn— 
symptoms, aggravations, horrors, sufferings—in the expecta- 
tion of catching each of his listeners somehow, and frighten- 
ing them all by the conclusion that they might die in an hour. 
But if he knew an infallible cure, he would gladly undertake 
the display. 

3. Any enemy of Christ can become a friend in an instant, 
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if he will. Possibly he is a friend now, if he would only 
believe so. The devil sometimes tangles a timid child of God 
in a mere waiting for a dramatic conversion, and so keeps 
him back. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The multitude cometh, . . . 90 that they could not so much as 
eat bread vy. 20). If any one who is of a willing heart would 
do all that he is asked to do for others in this world, he 
would have time for neither eating nor sleeping. But it is a 
man’s duty to both eat and sleep; and as duties never con- 
flict, it is sometimes a man’s duty to leave undone much that 
he would otherwise be glad to do, in order that he may secure 
the rest and refreshing which are essential to his further 
well-doing. It is a great thing to know when to fast, and 
when to take time for eating; when to sleep, and when to 
wake and watch by night for the good of others. 

His friends . . . said, He is beside himself (v.21). Whoever 
is in dead earnest in a great cause, is quite likely to be 
thought “a little off,” if not “half crazy.’ The man who 
has the universal reputation of being “well balanced,” and 
“always sensible,” is not the man to accomplish reforms, or | 
to leave the world the better for his living and doing. And 
if a good man rests wholly on the counsel of his friends for 
the measure of his activities, he commonly will fail of his 
best opportunities, even if his friends are thereby restrained 
from saying “ He is beside himself.” 

The scribes said, . . . He hath Beelzebub (vy. 22). The scribes 
were not the worst men of that day. They were better than 
the average in their land. But that is no excuse for their 
charging Jesus with being led by the Devil. It is a shame- 
ful thing to suspect another unjustly of evil motives. It is 
still more shameful to blurt out your suspicions. There is a 
great deal of this done, however, in the world at the present 
day. Some good men are charged with being Devil- 
led because of their bringimg new light te bear on certain 
Bible statements, or because they would re-phrase old theo- 
logical dogmas. Others are similarly maligned because they 
are candidates for civil office. No man living has character 
enough to breast popular prejudices on an important 
point without the danger of being called Devil-possessed by 
men who ought to know better—and do better. But being 
called hard names did not keep Jesus from speaking the truth 
and abiding the consequences ; nor ought it to keep any of 
his disciples from following his example. 

If a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand(v. 25). 
Whether it be a good work or an evil one that is attempted, 
there is strength in union, and there is weakness in division. 
“When rogues fall out,” says the proverb, “then honest 
men get their dues.” And as among rogues, yet more among 
the well-deserving. Ina business partnership, in a family 
circle, in a church organization, so soon as the representative 
members are at variance, there is an end to effective progress 
or service. To turn against your brethren and your associates 
may be, in a certain case, your duty ; but if you decide on this 
course, bear in mind that your action risks the very exist- 
ence of the organization in which you and your new oppo- 
nents have been fellow-workers until now. 

Whosnever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit, hath never 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin (v. 29). He who says 
that his temptations to do evil are the Lord’s promptings, 
and that the Lord’s calls to him to do right are temptations 
from the Devil, cannot be in the way of salvation. That is 
an impossibility on the face of it. If one resolutely sets 
himself in scorn against God, and deliberately turns to the 
Devil in his prayers and longings, he is hopelessly reprobate. 
That there are such scoffers and such defiers of God, is a fact 
patent to us all. If one would have forgiveness of sin, 
he must turn away from the Author of sin, and toward 
the Author of forgiveness, God cannot forgive one who 
rejects the only Saviour of sinners, as one inspired by the 
Devil. 

Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother (v. 35). It is not of blood, nor yet of 
pledged agreement, that the highest relationship is secured, 
although every obligation of blood and of pledged agree- 
ment has a binding force that must not be ignored, nor 
trenched upon. In the experiencesof us all, “there is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother;” and there are those 
who understand us and sympathize with us, and are unfail- 
ingly true to us, beyond all that we could find in, or hope for 
from, any merely natural relationship. Nor is there possi- 
ble any such union and fellowship out of the circle of Christ’s 
loved ones as within it. Only those who are one in Christ 
can ever be truly one. And the tie which binds Jesus and 
his disciples to each other is stronger and more abiding than 
any tie of human relationship. It is better to be one with 

Jesus in spirit than to have been one with him according to 
the ties of natural brotherhood. We can be as near to his 
loving heart, and as dear, as if we had been of the very family 
circle in the home of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth. 
In Christ's service—as indeed we find and feel in earthly 


for this: “ Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.” 





TEACHING HINTS. 


Last week’s lesson showed something of the friends and 
the enemies of Jesus. This lesson shows another phase of the 
truth concerning these two classes. 

Jesus found that some who were very near to him in earthly 
relationship, and who ought to have been his friends, neither 
understood him nor had real sympathy with him. It was a 
sore trial to him, to be looked at by those of his own house- 
hold as little better than acrazy man. This it was, probably, 
that moved him to say, inquiringly, when reference was made 
to his mother and brethren, “ Who is my mother, and [who 
are] my brethren?” He felt that the ties of earthly relation- 
ship did not necessarily bring spiritual oneness; but that only 
through fidelity to that which was dearer to him than life, 
could any human friend or relative be bound to him closely 
and indissolubly. 

One of the griefs which Jesus had to bear, and in the bear- 
ing of which he was touched with the feeling of the infirmities 
of all of us who have suffered similarly, was the being utterly 
misunderstood, and grossly misrepresented. His friends called 
him crazy. Others who saw his wonder-working ascribed his 
best deeds to the worst motives, and charged him with being 
in league with the Devil. Jesus said nothing about his per- 
sonal grief, in view of these charges ; but he pointed out the 
sin involved in the making of the charges, and the folly which 
was implied in them. 

Jesus taught that there must be unity as a very hope of 
life. Whether in God’s service or in the Devil’s, discord 
and division will inevitably work ruin. No two persons can 
either arrive at the truth or accomplish any common work, so 
long as they stand over against one another and pull apart. 
A forgetfulness of this truth destroys more friendships and 
paralyzes more endeavors than almost any other mistake among 
men. “Can two walk together [or work together] except they 
be agreed?” Of course they cannot. 

The worst of sins—the only sin that of itself shuts off all 
hope or possibility of forgiveness—is defiant scoffing at God, 
as he comes proffering salvation. He who will not be saved, 
cannot be saved. He who turns from the Holy Spirit, and 
sneers at his invitations and entreaties as temptations of the 
Devil, is by that very course an outcast. His face is resolutely 
set away from life and hope. 

But there is a nearness to Jesus possible to every believer. 
He who desires oneness with Christ, and seeks it by putting 
himself in loving submission to the will and the word of the 
common Father, shall be counted nearer to Christ than if he 
had been his brother in the flesh without being in loving 
sympathy with his divine spirit and purposes. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In teaching this lesson, the teacher will naturally recall 
much of former ones with the view of making it clearer how 
Jesus was received by different classes of people. The im- 
portant part for children is not a labored interpretation of the 
replies of Jesus to the scribes, but simply-the statement of 
his loving declaration for those who do the will of God. 
Enough of the enmity of the fault-finders may be shown to 
bring out more strongly the interest of the multitude and 
the care of friends for him. Time will be wisely spent in 
having committed to memory and understandingly taken 
to heart verses 34, 35, which, with the golden text, are of 
practical value. 

Ask what the class understand by the title of the lesson ? 
What is a fee? Of whom have we before learned as the foes of 
Jesus? What was in their hearts while they watched him 
in his words and his work? With whom did they con- 
sult, and what did they want to do with Jesus? How many 
people followed him? From what parts of the country did 
they come? Were they his friends or his foes? Do you sup- 
pose any came from curiosity or excitement? How many 
men did Jesus call from the multitude to be his chosen com- 
panions? What werethey called? The word “disciple” is 
not in this lesson, but they were with him wherever he went, 
and heard all he answered to those who found fault with his 
work, After he called the twelve disciples, he preached a 
sermOs on a mountain, where he sat with his disciples nearest 
around him, and a great crowd where they could hear his 
words. After that, with his disciples, he went through the 
j country healing the sick ; and at the gate of one little city, he 
raised to life a widow’s only son who was dead. Do you 
think the crowds would have become greater or smaller as 
the people heard of him more and more? What did the 
‘people come to him for? Did they all come that they might 
be healed, or was there any among them who sought a better 
thing than that? Were there any enemies among them? 

There were such multitudes, all day long, that Jesus and 
his disciples did not find time to eat their meals. He was 
so busy that his friends said to each other: “ He is wearing 





experiences—fidelity is relationship. We have Christ’s word 





out in lonely places all night, praying, then teaching, walking 
and working all day ; he is beside himself; he never thinks of 
his own health or rest, and we must do it for him.” It was 
nothing like that, which his enemies said. What did he 
cast out from the people who were possessed of evil spirits ? 
There were some scribes who came from the great city of 
Jerusalem. They thought themselves very wise, and came 
to tell the country people and the scribes there what to think 
of him, and what the Pharisees thought of him. They did 
not deny any of his miracles ; much as they hated him, they 
could not but own it, for they knew and saw his wonderful 
works. But they said, “ Yes, he can cast out evil spirits; he 
is an evil spirit himself; he is the prince of them all, and 
they obey him.” Even you little children know how false 
and cruel and wicked that was. Who tempted Jesus in the 
wilderness? Who conquered? Jesus showed them that 
Satan is the prince and ruler of evil ; that Satan would never 
cast out devils, for he wanted his own evil spirits to rule in 
the hearts and possess the lives of all he could. He showed 
them, too, the dreadful sin of charging the work of God to 
Satan, and that it was a fearful sin against the Holy Spirit to 
say 80. 

Jesus had many friends; don’t you suppose those who 
lived with him and knew him all those thirty years thought 
of him every day, and were anxious about him all the time? 
Nazareth was not very far over the hills from Capernaum ; 
his mother and younger brothers or cousins heard of all his 
work, and came to seek for him. When they got there, 
they found such a crowd they could not get in; they called 
or sent a message for him. Matthew was there, and he says 
that a messenger got in and told Jesus that his mother and 
brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him, and 
could not for the press. Did Jesus stop teaching and ask 
all others to leave to make room for his own family? He 
took that time to show his great love for others as well as 
for his own household; he stretched out his hand towards 
his disciples close around him, and as he lvoked, he said, 
“Behold, my mother and my brethren.” Then he explained 
what he meant as he told who they were that he loved 
just as well as the dear ones from his Nazareth home, the 
boys he was with every day as they grew and worked 
together, the mother whom he always loved and obeyed. 
He thought of his heavenly Father, God, who called him his 
beloved Son in whom he was well pleased; and his own 
heart was so full of love to those who, like himself, would do 
that Father’s will, that he said of them, “The same is my 
brother and sister and mother.” Jesus taught that those 
who believed in him and his teachings were all one blessed 
family, his mother and brethren among the rest. 

He taught us to pray to “our Father,” his and our Father, 
and he often called his disciples brethren. Do you not 
want to have God for your loving Father, and Jesus your 
brother? There is another side to look: the whole world is 
like Ahe crowd around Jesus and the relatives without; 
either Christ’s friends or his enemies. Are you with him, or 
against him? 

Do you ask how you can be the enemy or the friend of 
Jesus, seeing that he walks no more on the earth as he did 
in those old days? It is true that men no longer gather 
around the bodily presence of Jesus as they did then. But 
Jesus has told us what he wants us to do; he has left us the 
New Testament which tells of his wonderful life and of his 
message to men. Bad people, and often thoughtless people 
too, mock at that message, and do not keep the command- 
ments that Jesus has given. They are enemies of Jesus, and 
if you do likewise, you are his enemy also. But those who 
keep his commandments and cherish his words in their heart 
are his friends. Do you love Jesus? Are you trying to do 
his will? Then you are his friend, and he will be your 
Friend for ever. 

Do not leave an impression that the mother was slighted, 
as she stood without. The Bible tells what Jesus said for 
us, and any loving word spoken to her need not have 
been written. He who never misunderstood pure affection, 
never saw pain without showing pity, he who helped every 
praying parent, never would have hurt the mother he 
obeyed in childhood. His great heart never left out his 
earthly relatives if they were God’s children, when he took 
in whosoever would do the will of his heavenly Father. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Into what two classes has Christ’s coming divided the whole 
world? (Title.) Why is it impossible to form a class between 
these two? (Prefix “Jesus said,” to the Golden Text.) To 
which class will you belong now and forever ? 

Introductory.—On what mountain was Jesus when he chose 
the twelve apostles? Why did multitudes flock to the plain 
below? (Luke 6: 17-199) Were they his friends or foes? 
What constitutes friendship with him? (John 15: 14.) How 
are we to interpret this text? What are the privileges of his 
friendship? (John 15: 15.) Was his sermon on the plain 
addressed to his friends or foes? (Luke 6: 20.) Does Mat- 
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another? What were the chief events between our last lesson 
and the present one ? 

Mark 3: 20.—To what extent will very zealous Christians 
find themselves frequently pressed? What effort will anxious 
relatives make in their behalf? (v. 21.) How can we account 
for their mistake? (John 7: 5.) How should it affect us? 
(Acts 21: 12-14.) What apostle was charged with madness? 
(Acts 26: 24, 25.) Why will Christ’s friends covet such a 
charge? (2 Cor.5: 13,14.) To what source did Christ’s foes 
attribute his alleged madness? (vy. 22; John 10: 20.) By 
what brief ‘question did Jesus show the absurdity of their 
position? (v. 23.) In what sense has Satan entered into man? 
Does he intend his benefit or his ruin? Is satanic power 
greater or less than human? Is it then folly, or wisdom, to 
hope for the moral elevation of man without divine interposi- 
tion? Will intellectual attainment mitigate or augment the 
suffering of a lost soul? In whom, therefore, is man’s only 
hope? How did Jesus illustrate the folly of expecting any 
benefit to man to emanate from Satan ? (v. 24.) Describe the 
imaginary scene of a kingdom seeking its own destruction. 
Why did Jesus add the illustration of verse 25? What is the 
logical conclusion from the absurd, imaginary premise—“ Satan 
turns against himself and espouses the cause of God and 
humanity”? (v.26.) How did Christ illustrate the superiority 
of his power compared with Satan’s? (v. 27.) What value 
does he impart to the goods which he despoils of their satanic 
worth ? (Luke 22: 31, 32.) What other interpretation may 
be given to the words “ goods’’ and “house”? With Scrip- 
ture aid, imagine the result of an unclean spirit voluntarily 
taking his departure from man. (Luke 11: 24-26.) What 
terrible truth did Jesus announce on this occasion ? (vs. 28, 
29.) Why did he preface it by “ Verily”? Define blasphemy. 
Why was this warning given at this time? (v. 30.) Had 
these scribes actually committed this sin, or only approached 
unto it? By what spirit had this Man cast out devils? (John 
3: 34.) On what ground alone can we conceive their sin to 
have fallen short of the unpardonable? (1 Tim. 1: 13.) Why 
should Christ’s foes tremble at the revelation of this lesson ? 
What truth is added to rejoice the hearts of his friends ? (vs. 
31-35.) By how many of earthly relationships is the 
believer’s love symbolized’? Why do all these combined fail 
to represent Christ’s love for his friends? (John 15: 9; Rom. 
8: 35, 38, 39.) 





ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


When the Netherlanders broke away from the bondage of 
Spain, they still professed to be loyal subjects of King Philip, 
and, in the king’s name, went out to fight against the king’s 
armies. That was a kind of loyalty which King Philip 
refused to recognize. The Pharisees professed to believe that 
the Devil was content with loyalty like this,—that, in fact, he 
hugely enjoyed the destruction of his own works by Jesus, 
and supplied our Lord with all the help he wanted in that 
line. A sane man does not burn his insurance policy, and 
then set fire to his house as a means of providing for his 
family. A loyal soldier will not undermine his own camp 
and blow it into the air as a means of increasing the strength 
of that camp. The captain who is anxious for the safety of 
his ship will not step down into the hold and bore a hole 
through the ship’s bottom. Nor will Satan join in destroy- 
ing his own kingdom. That Christ came and destroyed the 
works of the devil shows that he is Satan’s enemy and Satan’s 
conqueror. 

The first sin in the history of the race was the acceptance 
by man of the Devil in the place of God ; the final sin is the 
making out of the Spirit of God to be devilish. To refuse 
utterly the offers of the Spirit of holiness, to treat, knowingly 
and maliciously, that Spirit as the spirit of un-holiness,—this 
is the blasphemy which is damnation. 

A festival is to be held in a certain village, and tickets of 
invitation are sent out to all the inhabitants. Yet when the 
festival day comes, though all were invited, all do not attend. 
Some have sent back the cards of invitation with bitter words. 
Yet all have a share in that festival except those who have 
refused to partake of it. So is it with Christ’s offers of for- 
giveness. That sin only is unforgiven which refuses to be 
forgiven. 

If you go out into the woods in summer, you may see, high 
up on some tree, a branch with dry twigs and withered leaves. 
It seems to be a part of the tree. Yet when you look closer, 
you find it has been broken away, and now it is only a piece 
of dead wood cumbering a living tree. The test of relation- 
ship with the tree is life,—fruit-bearing. That is also the 
test of relationship with Christ. The power which binds the 
iron to the magnet is unseen, but real; the iron so bound 
becomes itself a magnet: the power that binds believers to 
Christ and makes them members of him, is as real, though 
also unseen, 

Christ’s Work of Destroying—See Spencer’s Things New 
and Old, p. 25,  98,—Christ’s Victory over Satan; p. 644, 2 
2239,—Christ’s Victory over His Enemies ; Cawdray’s Treas- 
ury of Similes, p. 57,—A Simile of Christ’s Victory ; Foster's 
Prose Illustrations, p. 120, 2 7132,—Christ and His Eneraies. 

The Sin of Rejection —See The Biblical Treasury, vol. 2 


Old, p. 351, 2, 1276,—Sin against the Spirit; Bertram’s Homi- 
letic Cyclopedia, p. 816, @ 4918;—Rejecting the Saviour ; 2 
4924,—Despising Mercy; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First 
Series, p. 588, 3 5336,— What One Sin Can Do. 

T he Relationship of Fidelity—See The Biblical Treasury, 
vol. 1, p. 130, 2 203,—Christ’s Members; vol. 2, p. 80, 2 378, 
—Friendship with Christ; vol. 4, p. 135, 3 885,—Honoring 
Christ in his Servants; vol. 5, p. 143,—Our Brother ; p. 647, 
2 1003,—Cleaving to Christ; Gotthold’s Emblems, p. 147, 
No. 88,—An Emblem of the Church; Bertram’s Homiletic 
Cyclopedia, p. 183, 2 1026,—The Growing Vine. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


“THAT YE MAY PROVE THE THINGS WHICH 
DIFFER.” 


DIVIDING LINES 
BETWEEN 
CHRIST’s FRIENDS. CHRIST’s Foxs. 
THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT. THE WORK OF SATAN. 
FORGIVABLE SINs. THE UNPARDONABLE SIN. 
Tue LiFe EVERLASTING. THE DEATH EVERLASTING. 


WOE TO THEM THAT CALL EVIL GOOD, AND 
GOOD EVIL! 


| | 
| WHAT WAS SAID OF CHRIST OF OLD, 
| 


THE SCRIBES SAID: 
“He HATH AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT.” \* 


THE COMMON PEOPLE SAID: 
“HE IS A PROPHET. 


THE DEMONS SAID: 


“Wr KNOW THEE WHOM THOU ART, 
THE HOLY ONE OF Gop.” 


THE DISCIPLES SAID: 


1 
“THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SON OF } 
THE LIVING GoD.” } 





JESUS ASKS YOU TO-DAY: 
WHOM THINK YE THaT I am? 


Ee ~~ . _ wn 3 . a 


THE RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST, 
ESTABLISHED BY | 
FAITH, 
OBEDIENCE, 
SERVICE. 


IF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, | 


le rchncnthindin alan iga thd ehes Lg 


BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM, 





HE THAT HATH MY COMMANDMENTS, 


HE IT IS THAT LOVETH ME. 





| 
} 
| 
AND KEEPETH THEM, 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


‘“‘Eat bread” is a common ancient oriental expression for 
take a regular meal, or take one’s regular meals, or be a guest 
at an entertainment, and the like. Biblical examples are as 
good and pertinent as any. Here its use is plain. It means 
that they had no time to take their regular meals. The word 
for multitude, it is to be noted, is the same as that used for 
the thronging crowd ; and not that which described the great 
multitude that had followed Jesus from Galilee, and that 
which came to him from the other provinces and regions 
round about. The multitude in this verse is not merely 
large, but it is one that is lively, and that presses, and keeps 
Jesus and his disciples busy all the time. The Syriac 
phraseology makes us think of a tremendously large and 
active out-door synagogue in session ; and the word for “ ent 
bread,” though a literal enough rendering of the Greek, can- 
not be mistaken in its meaning. It means, take their regular 
food. 

“ His friends” (v. 21) is an expression of such uncertain 
meaning that it is hard to say just how it could be illustrated 
naturally from the East ; except perhaps in its very indefinite- 
ness. It would be his relatives who would naturally take 
upon themselves the office described ; but the neighbors would 
feel bound, or at least would be sure, to make it their own 
business as well. The indefiniteness which” attaches to the 
Syriac rendering seems to say the same thing. 

Whence they “went out” is also not so certain. The 
balance of probabilities is that they came all the way from 





p. 86, ¢ 385,—The Ultimate Sin; Spencer’s Things New and 


tioned in verses 31, 32. It would be entirely natural for 
them to make a journey for such a purpose ; just as in the 
rest of the world. 

“To lay hold on him,” and “He is beside himself,’ are 
naturally enough connected in the statement of the case 
although the attempt to lay hold of him would seem to be 
involved in as many difficulties and absurdities as was the 
supposition that he was beside himself. However, it is not 
necessary to.suppose that his friends thought him crazy, but 
only on a wild track ; and that persuasion would accomplish 
all that was desired. In that case, the language of Mark is 
no stronger in hyperbole than would be natural to both East 
and West. Nor, in such case, would it be necessary to sup- 
pose that his friends, on coming to the crowd, changed their 
minds about laying hold of him, and concluded to try what 
could be done by speaking to him. They must have known, 
when they “heard,” pretty nearly the exact circumstances, 

A mass of interesting lore clusters about the next few 
verses, whether we regard Beelzebub and Beelzebul, demo- 
niacal possession in general, ancient or modern oriental king- 
doms or houses divided against themselves, Satan, or the 
strung man binding another and plundering his house and 
goods. The witty devilishness, both in allusion and in state- 
ment, of the scribes’ allegation about Jesus’ casting out demons 
can scarely be apprehended without long familiarity with the 
subject. It conveyed the foulest accusation, which expanded 
in many directions, and bore all the malice and danger of 
an accusation of witchcraft two centuries ago in civilized 
communities, or to the present day among savages. Not 
unlikely, too, some of the scribes were skeptical about the 
truth or sense of such an accusation. And it should be 
added that the oriental phrase for “He hath Beelzebub”’ is 
(as it actually reads in the Syriac) “ Beelzebub is in him.” 
And with that, again, is to be compared the phrase for “He 
is beside himself;” namely, He has gone’ out from his mind 
(or, will). 

To note the tact that Jesus’ special talk here with the 
scribes has several features of the oriental method, is almost 
superfluous. That he did, and was doing, all along. And 
it must be admitted that his methods are not at all con- 
fined to the East, any more than wisdom is confined to one 
quarter of the world or dies with one generation. It is true 
that a native, or a native product, of the East is oriental ; 
but both may be of world-wide capability of production. 
And so this talk by short parables and questions. Socrates 
had used the method centuries before, in Greece; and we 
cannot forget Dr. Franklin, in his newer world and later day. 

The kingdom and house not divided against itself, in 
ancient times and in the East, admitted of far more dis- 
orders, dissensions, plots, and even intestine wars than the 
quiet kingdoms and tribes of our own times. Turkey and 
Persia of to-day bear continual witness to the possibility of 
great intestine divisions and commotions, which yet hardly 
rise to a division of the kingdom against itself. It is, indeed, 
a division of the thrift and prosperity against itself, and 
thrift and prosperity cannot stand in any great degree. 
Under the Assyrian and Babylonian and old Persian satraps, 
pretty much the same state of affairs existed. The school- 
boys will remember the pretexts by which Darius the 
younger concealed his amassing an army against the great 
king; one of which included the actual siege of Miletus, 
and that not at all for rebellion against the general govern- 
ment. Readers of Josephus, and, indeed, of a history of the 
Roman empire itself, will see that a state of things not very 
different existed in Christ’s day. Still, the parallels were 
all plain enough, and full of meaning. The terrible punish- 
ments that have always been inflicted on rebels in the Orient 
give the comparison plenty of point. The difference between 
the oriental and the occidental view is that the fall of the 
kingdom or house divided against itself there, meant, and 
means, a greater crash and destruction of all that is under it ; 
with a flood of barbarities and cruelties, such as more civil- 
ized nations have scarcely to fear in any treason or revolu- 
tion. Of course, human passions are the same, and civilized 
commotions are sometimes surprisingly horrible; and a 
family divided against itself, is apt to show the bitterest 
hate and most irreconcilable difference. 

The multitude sitting about him (verse 32) must, of 
course, not be supposed to be sitting on benches or chairs, 
but upon the floor and pavement, in the oriental fashion. 
So sit the pupils in a school to this day. 

To express the nearness of his disciples to himself by 
calling them his brother, and his sister, and his mother, 
and that in the singular number too, is entirely oriental. 
Perhaps the metaphor is less strong, because more frequent, 
than with us. At all events, the terms which denote family 
relationship are all used with freedom and frequency to 
denote things other than actual relationship by blood or 
affinity by marriage ; a freedom and frequency so prevailing 
as often to lead to the supposition that birth or marriage are 
only incidents, and not essentials, in the facts expressed by 
those words. 

However, we understand how members of a family are often 
disowned, even among English-speaking nations, for not doing 





Nazareth ; and very likely some of them were those men- 





the will of those who therefore disown them. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A received will be noticed under this head, 
hares Pes renders will Sy er hes notice. } 


BOOKS. 


he from the Path of a Pilgrim (Faith Series). By Harriet a ae 
ings. 12mo, pp. 319. Boston: The Scriptural Tract Reposito 


Chautauqua Library of English History and Literature. Vol oa ~The 
Wars of the Roses. 12mo, pp. 140. New York: Phillips and Hunt. 


The Pocket Manual; or, Our writers’ and travelers’ ready reference book 
fpr ar -day use. Edited by the Rev. John, M. Heron. 18mo, 160. 
hiladelphia: W. B. Stewart & Co. 


wats Pom and Alpine Poems. By the late Frances Ridley pevetee. 


ty her _ sister, irilam Crane. — illustrated, pp. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. Price, $1.25. 


Moses and the Philosophers. In three parts. Part 1, ig ed > Sys 
tem. Pt, Sepeae Alexander H nm. 8vo, . 308. Philadei- 
phia: J.T. Bryce. Price, $2.00; sold subscrip' iibn. 


Sparkling Jewels for Sanday-school Concerts, <alilttedies twelye com” 
lete exercises with muvic and additional poems, By Frank Sweet 
fomo 2m0o, cloth, gilt edge, pp. 160. Boston : Frank Sweet. 


Mottoes tor the New Y ear, as given in texts of sermons preached in the 
Tenth Presbyterian Chorel, Ya ae By poe *- Boardman, 
DD. 8vo, pp. ¥, 274. Philadelphia : Claxton & Co. 


The Life of Kdmund 8, Janes, D, >, MED. late Eopter Bishop in the 
Metho‘tist Episcopal Church. By H ry B. ye ay, D.D. 12mo. 
iliustrated, pp. xii, 428. New Yor Phillips and funt. Price, $1.50. 


spasia: a romance of art and love in Ancient Hellas. By Robert 
Hameritng. From the German by Mary J. Safford. 16mo, 2 vois., 


Pig li, 335. New York: William 8. Gottsberger. Price, paper, 
fi 00 ; ie e. 75. 


Mosaics ; or, The harmony of Collect, Fang E, and Gospel for the Sundays 


of the Ch eenee rene By the Rt. Rev. William Croswell Doase, D. 
LL.D, Bishop o: (Albany. 12mo, pp. vi, 408. New York: E. P. Dutton 
& Co. Price, $1.7: 
PAMPHLETS. 
Mr. Shum’'s Property. By George Manville Fern. (The Popular Li- 
brary.) 4to, pp. New York: J. 8. Ogilvie & Co. Price, 10 cents. 


A ie Girl. By the author of & Cagning Woman he Popular 
vor rary.) 4to, pp. 31. New York: J. 8. Ogilvie & oo Price, 10 

santas 
Rescue a 3 _ other Dialogues. By the Rev. J. A. Davis. 


16mo, pp. New York: The National Temperance Society and 
Pubiiontion House. Price, 16 cents, 


The Sanday-school Concert: a collection of twenty-six concert exercises 
and dialogues for the use of religious temperance organizations. 


16mo, no paging. New York : The National Temperance Society and 
Pablicnuse tonne. Price, 25 cents. - . 


Resdings and Recitations, No, 4: a new and choice collection of articles 
rose and verse . . . suitable for use in temperance o: izations. 

Wodlted t by Miss L. Penne . 16mo, pp. 120, New York: T a mranenel 
Temperance Society and Publication House, Price, 25 cents. 


The Life ot Christ, of Mark: 5the triple com- 


accord! to the 
parison; the King James rian i han ap lican 
and the A 


Vv for i 
comm, 16mo. New York: Fords, "Howard, and Hulbert. Price, 15 
cen 

MAPS. 


of Palestine, with a record of th eurpere and deeds of 
a a Scriptural index. Prepared s liy for Sunday-school 

by the Rey. A. P. Stout, Size, 22 inches by 34 inches. Indian- 
apolis, Indiana: A.C. Whoruidge & Co. Price, colored, $1.75. 


A New Ma) 
Jesus, 





In the shevp competition which has been kept up 
among the publishers of Teachers’ Bibles, the gain to 
‘the purchaser has been considerable. From month to 
month new and helpful features have been added, until 
the Teachers’ Bible of to-day forms in itself a n'iniature 
biblical library. This, however, is true only in part of 
the most recent publication in this line, the Zeachers’ 
Edition of the Revised New Testament, edited by the Rev. 
W. F. Crafts. The text is printed on thin but good 
paper, the verse endings are marked by heavy punctua- 
tion marks, and the marginal references are given in full. 
So far, the work is excellent. The department of lesson 
helps contains a harmony of the Gospels, and most of 
the chronological, historical, and natural-history tables 
of the English Teachers’ Bibles, but the “ new and origi- 
nal” features are of little value. Thus, the “ Plan for 
reading the Revised New Testament ”—extracted bodily 
from another publication of the editor,—is fragmentary 
and confusing. The “ Index and Condensed Concord- 
ance to the Revised New Testament” is simply an 
index, and an incomplete one at that. The few maps 
which are given contrast wretchedly with those of other 
Teachers’ Bibles. The editi g of the helps is slovenly ; 
on the seventeenth page, for instance, the word “ Revela- 
tions ” is given three times as the name of a New Testa- 
ment book, In view of the sweeping claims made for 
this edition in advance of its publication, the volume in 
its present shape must be pronounced eminently unsat- 
isfactory. (8vo, maps, pp. xv, 281, 69. New York: 
I, K. Funk & Co. Price, $1.50.) 





Few questions of biblical criticism have been debated 
with so much thoroughness of scholarship and keenness 
of intellect as are displayed by both sides in the present 
discussion concerning the date, the structure, and author- 
ship of the Pentateuch. Hitherto, the defenders of the 
traditional view have been found within the ranks of 
evangelicalism, while the attacking party have owned alle- 
giance mainly to the non-evangelical bodies. But now, as 
if to counterbalance the defection of Professor Robertson 
Smith,—who is a member of the ultra-orthodox Free 
Church of Scotland,—we have A Study of the Pentateuch 
by Rufus P. Stebbins, D.D., formerly president of the 
Unitarian school of theology at Meadville, in refutation 
of the theories of “ advanced ” criticism and in defense of 
what is substantially the traditional view. Dr. Stebbins’s 
writing is vigorous, and it is marked by good sense; but 
the chief merit of his book consists less in the results of 





independent investigation than in the exposure of some 
of the puerilities which disfigure the work of the mod- 
ern Dutch school of criticism and invalidate its conclu- 
sions. This book is not intended for scholars; both its 
methods and style are distinctively popular, and, as a 
popular statement, it deserves to be commended. But 
it should be mentioned that while Dr. Stebbins is, on 
the main, on the side of orthodoxy, there are little points 
hére and there in his volume from which evangelical 
Christians will decidedly dissent. (12mo, pp. 233. 
Boston: George H. Ellis. Price, $1.25.) 


The sad old story of the woes wroughtin “ good society ” 
by the manufacture and use of intoxicating liquors, is 
retold with freshness and force in a new anonymous 
novel, Like a Gentleman, The moral purpose of the 
book is thoroughly wholesome; it shows full knowl- 
edge of the arguments used by drinking men and their 
apologists; the movement of the story is rapid; and the 
dialogue is not lacking in interest. The author shows a 
certain insecurity of literary method, as though unable 
to control the fictitious characters of her own creation ; 
and, like so many contemporary writers, she seems will- 
ing to sacrifice too much, in her effort to make her chap- 
ters “‘ lively.” The love scenes are presented with little 
power, and the hero—or rather the future husband of 
the heroine—quite fails to show himself worthy of the 
honor finally bestowed upon him. (16mo, cloth, pp. iv, 
213. Boston: Lee ont Gaepere. Price, $1.25.) 

One of the books which can be commended to a place 
on the book-shelf of the Sunday-school teacher is Rea- 


sons for Believing in Christianity by the Rev. C. A. Row,’ 


prebendary of St. Paul’s, whose Bampton lectures in 
1877 on a kindred subject attracted attention both here 
and in England. Mr, Row’s book isa plain, unpreten- 
tious statement of the evidences of Christianity ; it is 
distinguished less by originality than by its clear presen- 
tation to the popular mind of arguments already familiar 
to all who are acquainted with apologetic literature, and 
it has the merit of giving more weight to the internal 
and moral evidences of Revelation than to the merely 
external and historical, though these receive a fair share 
of attention. The American edition is printed on fine 
toned paper, with wide margins; the binding is plain. 
(12mo, pp. 162. New York: Thomas Whittaker. Price, 
75 cents. ) 


Exceedingly convenient for use in connection with the 
lessons of this year is The Life of Christ According to 
the Gospel of Mark ; or, to take its other title, The Triple 
Comparison. This gives the Authorized Version, the 
Revised Version, and Dr. Hitchcock’s “ American Re- 
vised Version,” of the Gospel of Mark, in such form 
that the three can be compared at a glance. The two first 
are on the left-hand page, in parallel columns, and the 
third is on the right-hand page, throughout the book. 
Subjoined is a chronological list of events in the life of 
Christ, with page references to those mentioned in Mark’s 
Gospel. A list of the International Lessons for 1832 
closes the book. The paper is good, and the printing 
excellent. (Small 4to, paper. New York: Fords, 
Howard, and Hulbert. Price, 15 som) 


Mr. James H. Worman whose series of German text- 
books has helped not a little to the popularizing in this 
country of the Pestalozzian method of teaching modern 
languages, has just issued A First French Book, as the 
introductory volume to a series of books of instruction 
in that language. The plan of the volume is similar to 
that of the German series; the student is taught from 
the first to think and speak in French, and the instruc- 
tion is carried on with the help of pictures and simple 
questions and answers, but without the aid of the stu- 
dent’s vernacular. The exercises are easy and progres- 
sive. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 83. New York and Chi- 
cago: A, 8. Barnes & Co.) 





To give up the bad boys as irreclaimable, rather than 
to enlist their energies and talents, and to allure them 
into the company of good people, is the fault of many 
Christian workers, The better and wiser way is ably 
pointed out in Rez Ringgold’s School, by Pliny Steele 
Boyd. Itis a suggestive book for superintendents and 
teachers. (l6mo, illustrated, pp. 390. New York: The 


National Temperance Society and Publication House. 
Price, $1.25.) 


The story of an orphan girl who overcomes her natural 
self-will, and becomes gentle and attractive, as she learns 
to surrender herself to God, is pleasingly related in 
Vanda, by Esmé Stuart, author of Mimi and the Belfry 








of St. Jude. Vanda’s experiences at boarding: school, as 
a governess, and in her home-life, are depicted with a 
graphic pen. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 233. New York: 
E. and J. B. Young & Co. Price, 60 cents.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Sunday-school librarians will find some useful hints 
towards catalogue making in The Library Journal for 
December, which contains in full the cataloguing rules 
adopted by the Library Association of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain. The journal can be obtained from 
F. Leypoldt, New York ; ‘price, apeety cents a number. 

Lady Brassey’s article on The Decoration of a Yacht is 
the most popular of the papers in The Magazine of Art 
for February ; it is illustrated by five good wood-engrav- 
ings. The first article, A Pioneer of the Palette, is an 
appreciative review of the work of a living American 
artist, Mr. Thomas Moran, a full-page engraving of whose 
picture of the Mountain of the Holy Cross forms the 
frontispiece of the number. 





The wisdom of the Germans is apparent in the means 
taken by them to secure in reality as well as in name 
their new possessions this side of the Rhine. The learned 
men sent to Strassburg are not only eminent in the world 
of letters, but busy in popular lore and in matters of local 
history and incident. Professor Julius Euting, director 
of the Imperial Library, and the foremost of Shemitic epi- 
graphists, is president of the Vogesen-Club, and is con- 
stantly busy with works which put the results of German 
erudition into popular form. His latest effort of the sort 
is an excellent little Description of the City of Strassburg 
and of its Cathedral, with many illustrations, published 
in Strassburg by Karl Tribner, and in London by Tribner 
& Co. Besides its historical matter, it is a complete 
guide-book,—far more complete than even Bedeker, its 
maps being more comprehensive, and lacking only the 
fine details of the official city. plan. The copy which 
reaches us is in English, and fills forty-three pages, exclu- 
sive of its map and panoramic outlines. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


—»———— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1882. 


Kentucky, special, state, at Louisville Jan. 31 and Feb, 1 
Tennessee, special, state, at Nashville__...___.- February 3, 4 
Alabama, special, state, at Montgomery---.---- February 7, 8 
Florida, special, state, at Jacksonville February 14, 15 
South Carolina, special, state, at Charleston. _ February 21, 22 
North Carolina, special, state, at Raleigh 
Georgia, inter-state, district, at Atlanta 


February 24, 25 
Feb. 28, March 1 


Iowa, state, at Webster City ......-.-. .... May 31 to June 2 
New York, state, at Pen Yan_----....._ .... ......-. June 6-8 
Ohio, state, at Springfield...-. 9 -----.-..-..---. June 6-8 
Colorado, state, at Colorado Springs .......... ...--. June 8-10 
South Carolina, state, Camden ....-.....-.....-.-. July 12, 13 
Kentucky, state, at Danville -...-.....-_....... August 29-31 


THE EVAN GELISTS. IN SCOTLAND. 


Now that Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey’s visit to Edin- 
burgh has terminated, an opportunity is afforded of re- 
calling and briefly summarizing the main incidents of 
their stay there. 

It will be remembered that the work of the evangelists 
in Great Britain commenced last fall in England, in the 
northern town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Before their 
labors in that town had been completed, Mr. Moody and 
Mr. Sankey had become the recipients of numerous and 
pressing invitations from over the border. It was in 
response to these invitations that Mr, Moody called the 
preliminary council of Scotch religious workers, at which 
it was decided that the work in Scotland should begin in 
Edinburgh, and that early in the new year the evangel- 
ists should enter upon the field presented by the Weat of 
Scotland, from Glasgow as a centre. 

Considerable opposition to the work of the evangelists 
was at first manifested by certain classes of the com- 
munity. Before the first meeting in Edinburgh was held, 
dispatches were sent to the newspapers declaring in the 
broadest way that evangelization was, to Mr. Moody and 
his co-laborer, simply a matter of money-getting. This 
charge was promptly met by a complete denial from the 
committees concerned with the business arrangements of 
the campaign. Then, as soon as the meetings were fairly 
started, reports were widely circulated that Mr. Moody 
no longer possessed the power of attracting and holding 
the people, and that the projected work already showed 
signs of a disastrous failure. On the other hand, the 
better newspapers of Edinburgh and Glasgow came out 





on the side of the evangelists and commended their the- 
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ology and their methods to the clergymen who have been 
wont to complain of the decreasing power of the pulpit 
among the masses. 

From the first, Mr. Moody had the sympathy and co- 
operation of some of the best mines in the East of Scot- 
land. Not only such well-known religious workers and 
thinkers as Principals Cairns and Rainy, or professors 
from the university, as Professor Calderwood, but mem- 
bers of the aristocracy, military men, physicians, law- 
yers, and professional men generally, combined to fur- 
ther the work both by word and pen. As a rule, the 
ministers of the city and suburbs took a hearty personal 
interest in the daily meetings, and willingly afforded the 
evangelists the assistance they needed. 

Several meetings were held daily ; the noonday prayer- 
meetings were well sustained, and that, in accordance 
with Mr. Moody’s desire, principally by religious workers. 
Other meetings were devoted to special classes ; meetings 
for men, for women, for university students, for working- 
men, ete., were held from time to time, and all were well 
attended. On Sundays the pressure at some of the ser- 
vices was so great that the door-keepers found it impos- 
sible to discriminate between those who possessed tickets 
and those who did not, and overflow meetings had to 
be arranged for. And, as the weeks went on, the popular 
interest in the work of the evangelists became wider and 
greater, and Mr. Moody’s hold upon the non-church- 
going masses became more and more evident. 

Although no attempt has been made to estimate the 
number of those who have professed conversion through 
these meeting:, it is known that that number is large. 
Night by night vast audiences have crowded the Corn 
Exchange,—audiences which were composed mainly of 
the lower classes of the city, with but a sprinkling of 
church-goers. Nota few of those who crowded nightly 
to Mr. Moody’s meetings bore with them the evidences 
of lives of drunkenness and sin; and here and there 
might be seen the closely cropped head of the man who 
had but recently left jail, A band of earnest workers 
day by day visited the dens and slums of the city with 
words of invitation for all; and as a consequence the 
religious public of Edinburgh stood astonished at the 
mighty stirring up which resulted in the nightly filling 
of the Corn Exchange with those to whom church-going 
was but a memory of their childhood, and those whose 
childhood had left them no such memory. Over and 
over again, in the private inquiry meetings, was the tale 
told of temptation and sin, of gradual drifting into 
drunkenness and dissipation, and of lives that were worse 
than death. And over and over again the story of the 
cross was told to weeping penitents. Night after night 
those who had been leading hopeless and wicked lives 
entered for the first time upon the new life of faith. . 

It was in view of facts such as these that the call for a 
day of united prayer for Scotland was issued at Christ- 
mas. It was felt that a crisis had come,—that the time 
was favorable for more extended efforts in behalf of the 
lapsed masses. The day of prayer was pretty generally 
observed over Scotland; and the Glasgow committee 
have already decided to follow this up by making prepa- 
rations for more extended and more thorough aggressive 
work than has ever before been attempted among the 
lapsed masses of that city. 

But the work of Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey has not 
been among adults only. Every Saturday the evangelists 
have held meetings for children, and these have been 
among the most. enjoyable of the meetings to all con- 
cerned. The method of conducting them was simple; 
some suitable theme was chosen, and questions were pro- 
posed by Mr. Moody or one of his co-workers, and 
answered by the children; or questions were put by the 
children and answered by Mr. Moody. Mr. Sankey 
divided the juvenile audience into sections, and each sec- 
tion had its own part assigned to it in the singing of the 
hymns. _ At the children’s meeting on the last day of the 
year, the Free Assembly Hall was literally packed with 
the little folk; the galleries and the platform were 
crowded, Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey had hardly breath- 
ing space, and Principal Cairns and other gentlemen on 
the platform were each obliged by circumstances to 
accommodate one or more children on their knees. Mr. 
Moody’s text was Matthew 5: 14-16. To illustrate his 
theme he had several lights burning,—each representing 
a Christian virtue,—which were one by one put under a 
bushel, and then taken from under and placed upon the 
bushel. This device wonderfully interested the children, 
and gave them a vivid sense of the meaning of the text. 

Scotland is at present passing through a religious crisis. 
In recent years the rationalizing tendency in her higher 
institutions of learning has been very marked, but this 

has not yet had time to filter down tothe people. And, 
While the great mass of the Scottish people are distin- 


guished by their strong religious faith, the lapsed masses, 
as the non-church-going classes are called, have been 
increasing ominously of Jate. Who can tell whether the 
revival begun by the Ameriggn evangelists may not mark 
the point where the tide turns from ebb to flow? Mr. 
Moody and Mr. Sankey now face the wider field and. the 
more arduous tasks awaiting them in Glasgow. If they 
succeed there as they have succeeded in Edinburgh, one 
of the most serious obstacles to the progress of religion 
in Scotland will be thereby greatly diminished. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—At the recent annual meeting of the Hillsborough 
County (N. H.) Sunday-school workers, it was stated 
that the Sunday-school membership of the county had 
suffered a serious diminution last year. According to 
the published report, “the average attendance during 
last year decreased among the Presbyterian Sunday- 
schools 262, or nearly one-half; among the Baptists the 
decrease was 309, and among the Congregationalists 672.” 
It is encouraging, however, to know, in this connection, 
that the Sunday-school workers of the county are awak- 
ening to the situation, and devising means for united and 
aggressive Sunday-school work. 


—There is good sense as well as humor in the pro- 
gramme prepared for the first regular meeting of the. 
Sunday-school Superintendents’ Association of Fairfield 
County, Connecticut, which met at South Norwalk, 
January 16. Here is the full programme: “(1.) To 
BEGIN — devotionally, constitutionally; (2.) To sHow 
—what experience has taught us, severally, as to the best 
methods of school organization, equipment, session 
routine; (3.) To MAKE READY—to meet our future by 
rehearsing our past difficulties and how we overcame 
them ; (4.) To Go—in the strength of this meet for the 
shortest practicable interval until the next.” Evidently 
the Fairfield Association has begun to show that it has 
made ready to go. 

—A gathering of Sunday-school workers, under the 
auspices of the Congregational Sunday-school Superin- 
tendents’ Union of Boston, was held in the Berkeley 
Street, Church January 18. The main theme of discus- 
sion was “ The teacher, his work and relationships.” In 
accordance with this scheme, addresses were delivered on 
“The teacher and his class,” by Mr. George 8. Trow- 
bridge; “The teacher and the library,” by Mr. I. Free- 
man Hall: “The teacher and the superintendent,” by 
the Hon. T. W. Bicknell; “ The teacher and the parents,” 
by Mr. C. W. Hill; “The teacher and his fellow- 
teachers,” by Mr. A. 8. Lovett; “The teacher and the 
harvest,” by Mr. C. W. Carter; “The teacher’s inspira- 
tion,” by the Rev. A. E. Dusning ; “The teacher’s work ” 
(from -a layman’s standpoint), by the Hon. J. M. W. 
Hall; and the same subject, from a minister’s stand- 
point, by the Rev. Dr. Alexander McKenzie. This pro- 
gramme occupied three sessions, morning, afternoon, and 
evening, and intermissions took place at suitable times 
during the day, for the discussion of the papers read. 


—Nearly twelve hundred of the Sunday-school work- 
ers of Philadelphia assembled in Association Hall on the 
evening of January 17, for the first annual re-union of 
the Sunday-school teachers of the city. The meeting 
was held under the auspices of the Superintendents’ 
Association. The Rev. Dr. P. 8. Henson, the Rev. 
James Morrow of the Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Mr. Robert ©. Ogden, and Mr. George C. 
Thomas, addressed the meeting on the benefits of united 
Sunday-school work. The nominating committee pre- 
sented a report suggesting that the name of the associa- 
tion should be changed to the Philadelphia Sunday- 
school Association, and that its meetings should be held 
once every month in different localities. The committee 
also nominated for president, Robert C. Ogden ; for vice- 
presidents, the Rev. Dr. Newton, the Rev. Dr. Henson, 
the Rey. Dr. Tiffany, the Rev. B. L. Agnew, and the 
Rev. W. R. Nicholson; for secretary, Mr. E. Payson 
Porter; and for treasurer, Mr. Asa King. The discussion 
of this report was, however, reserved for an adjourned 
meeting, to be held later. 

COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—The tenth annual convention of the Cumberland 
County (Pa.) Sunday-school Association will be held at 
Carlisle, October 24, 25. The first decennial anniver- 
sary celebration will be combined with the convention 
sessions. 

—It has now been definitely fixed that the special con- 
ventions to be held in the southwestern district will be 
held at the following places and dates: The Kentucky 
convention will be held at Louisville, January 31 and 








February 1; that of Tennessee at Nashville, February 


8 and 4; Montgomery is the city appointed for the 
Alabama convention, which takes place February 7 and 8; 
the Florida convention will be held at Jacksonville, 
February 14 and 15; Charleston is the place chosen for 
the South Carolina, to be held on February 21 and 22; 
the North Carolina convention will be held at Raleigh, 
February 24 and 25, and the final district convention at 
Atlanta, Georgia, in the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Peach-tree Street, February 28 and March 1. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—Fair progress is reported during last year by the Con- 
gregational Sunday-sc.iool of South Hadley Falls, Massa- 
chusetts. The total number of scholars at present is 365,— 
one for each day in the year; the number of teachers is 
80; but the average attendance of scholars is 186, while 
that of the teachers is 25. During the past year nine 
members of the school were added to the church on pro- 
fession of their faith. This number was increased by 
two on the first Sunday in January. 


—At the beginning of the year each teacher in the 
Ainslie Street Presbyterian Sunday-school, Brooklyn, 
was presented by the superintendent with a tastefully 
covered little pamphlet of sixteen pages, containing an 
address to the teachers, with hints for their work, a table 
of the organization of the Sunday-school, the Interna- 
tional lessons for 1882, the Twenty-third Psalm, a list of 
the books of the Old and New Testaments, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Beatitudes, and the standing announce- 
ments for the year. This school has a regular staff of 
from forty-five to fifty teachers, about thirty-five substi- 
tute teachers, and two visitors. 





EVANGELISM. 


—The meetings begun by the Rev. Dr. Pentecost some 
time ago in the Academy of Music, Brooklyn, continue 
to be well sustained, and the results so far have justified 
this special effort. The Rev. George J. Mingins’s meet- 
ings in the Union Tabernacle Church are also largely 
attended. 

—Evangelistic meetings are again being held in Ger- 
many by the Rev. Dr. Somerville, whose work there last 
year attracted so much attention. In spite of the fact that 
Dr. Somerville still labors under the disadvantage of 
having to speak through an interpreter, his addresses 
still draw large audiences. 

—Lord Radstock, one of the few English noblemen who, 
like the Earl of Shaftsbury and Lord Polwarth, are 
actively engaged in evangelistic work, writes from Lisieux, 
France, where he is laboring at present: ‘God is 
graciously working here. From a hundred to two hun- 
dred Roman Catholics come every night. About sixty 
were present at watch-night service from eight to half- 
past twelve, and about twelve or fourteen prayed very 
simply. .. . More than half of France has given up 
Romanism ; they see the need of something better. 
But the laborers are yet only a handful for these thirty 
millions.” 


MISSIONS. 


—From the North Indian Mission of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church it is reported that there is a growing 
prospect that the whole Chumar caste, which embraces 
about half a million of people, will erelong come over 
in a body to Christianity. 

—A native dispensary has just been opened in connec- 
tion with the St. John’s Mission of the Church Mission- 
ary Society in Bombay. The number of patients of 
various castes who attend daily is about sixty. The daily 
routine includes the reading of the Scriptures for a short 
time with each patient. 

—Miss E. J. Whately writes from Cairo, Egypt, that 
the Medical Mission building, with its waiting, consult- 
ing, and operating rooms, has just been opened. In spite 
of the disadvantages with which the workers had to con- 
tend last year, over a thousand persons were, during its 
+ course, either relieved or cured. Every patient has an 
op” ortunity of hearing the Scriptures read and explained, 
and many listen with eagerness. 


GENERAL. 

—At the conclusion of Mr, Francis Murphy’s temper- 
ance gospel labors in Forfar, Scotland, it was stated that 
the total number of those who had taken the pledge was 
nearly equal to half the number of the inhabitants of the 
borough. Mr. Murphy has commenced work in Dundee. 

—An active movement against Sunday liquor selling 
has been commenced at Cornwall, England. A temper- 
ance association with the Bishop of Truro at its head, has 





been started, and petitions in favor of the prohibition of 
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Sunday selling are being extensively signed 
throughout the county. 

—How to interest the Sunday-school 
scholars in home missions is a question 
which is answered in a recent tractate 
issued by the Woman's Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church. The tract suggests methods 
of training the young to an active interest 
in missions, and for the surer effecting of 
this proposes the formation of mission bands 
in all Sunday-schools, Hints are also given 
for the formation and maintenance of such 
bands. 


—Here are two pictures which present 
two different sides of the work of a Sun- 
day-school missionary. The first is from 
the pen of a missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union in North Carolina. 
He writes: “ Happiest of Christian work- 
ers ought the missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union to be! Here, for 
instance, is my Evergreen Hill Union 
Sunday-school, marked attention by the 
people to the gospel, and a gracious revival 
season. Our efforts, made a few weeks ago, 
to establish a Sunday-school in this log- 
cabin at the base of Jump-off Mountain, 
have been greatly blessed, and now it is a 
centre of gracious influences.” The other 
picture comes from a missionary of the 
same society in the Indian Territory. He 
says: “ On my last trip, the first night out, 
1 lost my way in the woods, and slept under 
the open sky,—wolves howling and wild- 
cats screaming around, But I organized 
one Sunday-school in a settlement of whites 
and half-breeds, and another, the next day, 
in a negro settlement, where I slept on the 
floor of a negro cabin, and ate at the table 
of those who had been slaves. Next I 
started a Sunday-school among whites, 
half-breeds, and full-blood Cherokees. 
Returning, walked through a drenching 
rain, mud and water ankle-deep; then 
paddled in a canoe over a furious, swollen 
river, full of driftwood, and then slept in 
an Indian cabin; and on Sunday started 
a Sunday-school in an English-speaking 
settlement.” 





“BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. — 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 43,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
seription list at any time. The uniform rate 
for ordinary advertisements is 20 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 30 oente per line, 
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West Chestnut Street institute. 


Home School for You ear begins 
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MRS. J A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


To provide for 1882, send 


WITHIN ONE WEEK FROM DATE, 
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logue Free. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERTS, 


SPARKLING JEWELS, containing twelve concert 
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“A Most Valuable Work.” 


LANDS OF THE BIBLE, 


A Geographical and Topographical Description of 
Palestine, with Letters of Travel in Egypt, 
Syria, Asia Minor, and Greece. 


By PROFESSOR J. W. McGARVEY. 
SIXTEENTH THOUSAND. 


Profusely Illustrated with over One Hundred Hand- 
some Wood Engravings. 


Octavo, Extra Cloth. $3.00. 


* Altogether ° peneeatiel and valuable work. To 
touch book is be tascinated ted, and to read it is to 
be delighted and profited. — Phy hiladelphia Times. 


‘ It is a singularly well prepared and thorough piece 
of scholarly work, and well Marites the fesee exis it 
has already had. ‘Bible class teachers will find it an 
excellent book of | Resapenee, as well as highly read- 
able.”—Chicago Advance. 

“We regard the * Lands of the Bible’ as the best 
book now published on the land of Palestine. It is 
clear, concise, easy to be understood, and, we think, 
quite’ accurate.”’—St. Louis Christian. 

“A compendium of interesting material, carefully 
arranged and clearly preiented.””— New York Observer. 

“ The book is an excellent contribution to the grow- 
ing literature of the Holy Land, and will be a valu- 
able addition to the library of all Bible students, espe- 
oo those who do not have access to the mure ex- 
tensive = more expensive works.’ —P hiladeiphia 


Presbyterias 
“Tn wre my res this is one of the most important 
and mos at has 


it readable works on the Holy Land t 
of late oon published.” — Boston Pos 


*,* For sale by all booksellers, or will be sent by 
mall, postage prepaid, on receipt of the price, by 


B. Lippincott & Co., Publishers, 


715 and 717 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


GooD READING! 
$25 WORTH FOR $2.00! ! 


The following stories are printed from new, large 
type, on fine, heavy paper. and cost from $1.00 to $1.50, 
each in bound book-form. They are written by w ell- 
known and Py 3 authors, and should be widely 

fe copy will be sent by mail, post- 
, On receipt 0: price. For $1 we will send any fen 
ve stories, an $2 we will send the twenty 
stories by _— eh y The see of the page is 6x! 
inches, and each sto story is comple’ 
lie, the Clockmaker's Euneor 
2 Not Forsaken B 


&. Bede's Charity, By Hesba 
Life of Rev. T. De Witt Talmage................ 


lie 
: The Young, Apprentice, By esba rte lve 
6. Sheer O: = a Di Bi wcnckddocioncends. 
& History. ofa Three ae Bt p= 
ry of a Threepenny Bit........... <= 

% F ’s Little Brother, By Brenda. 
10, Ch e’s Old Organ. By Mrs. O. F. Walton... 10c 
8. Arthur............ B 

to 
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his Crooked Sixpence. .. lc 
ngs and Recitations. 10c 
ttle Captain. BY 


nde Palmer........ 10c 
* The Octagon; or, The 


10c 
7. The Young Whaler. Be w. n G. Kingston ..10c 
1 Chautauqua Lectures ..............---. © ..-... 1c 
19. The King’s § Servants. Hesba Stretton..... 10c 
20. Other Fools and Their Doings 
SPEcIaAL OrFeR.—To any poe oe of this pa) who 
will send us §2 for above list of stories, we will send a 
et of the handsomest Reward Cardsin the mar- 
et. Order at once, as this offer will not appear again. 


Address, J.8. OGILVIE & CO., Publishers, 
27 Rose Street. New York. 
A New Book. Price, postpaid, 5 cents. 


THE USE OF TOBACCO. 


By pareeeos J. D. HINDS, 
berland University. 
daliniecs ot a ‘obacco, its effects iat it the system, 
Address 


e 
and unanswerable arguments EBANON 
the author, — .NON, 11 ENN ESSEE. 


TRACTS 

For Fathers and Mothers. 
FRIENpDs’ Bonk anp 4S ComMM(ITTEER, New York. 
Price 10c. Address, D. 8. Taber, 714 Water St., N. Y. 
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Our Colored Designs 
a the pig none ce ge oa Senos 1. as 
INS, ey are on e sheets of paper 

beautiful colors. Send 80 patios vil sample to 
Providence Lithograph Co., Providence, R. |. 


ON ONE LEAF. 


An Order of Service. 
Opening Hymns. 

A Quarterly Review. 

A Responsive Review Exercise. 


The above are taken from The Scholars’ 
Quarterly for the present quarter, and are 
printed on one leaf. They can .¢ used in 
any school. Price, 75 cents per hundred 
copies, Sent by mail without cost of post- 
age to the purchaser. Address, 

JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 





NEW BOOK by EDWARD GARRETT: 


Family Fortunes. 


A Domestic Story by Edward Garrett, author ot 
“The Occupations of a Retired Life,” etc., etc. 


i2meo, cloth, extra, $1.75. 


The Christian Union says 

“The story discloses ali those characteristics of 
thought and style end sentiment which have won so 
wide a popularity for Edward Garrett, and will be 


found not only e geri but thoroughly healthful 
reading.” 


The Sunday Sc hoot Times says : 
‘Family Fortunes’ can be recommended to a place 
in the select shelf ot books for home reading.” 
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[Vol. 41 will be vastly superior 
to any of the previous 40 Vol- 
umes, and so full of most Use- 
ful Things (besides 1,000 En- 
gravings) that it will certainly 
PAY every one for its Small 
Full particulars are given in a specimen copy 
an elegant 40 page premium list, both of ae. 9 
mailed free to canvassers. Send address to 
ORANGE JUDD CO. 
761 Broadway, New York. 
sa@s~ Subscriptions'can commence 
ne any number. 
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not be disappointed. 
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Beautifully Iliustrated, Devoted Exclusively 
te the Garden. 


VALUABLE SEED PREMIUMS 


GIVEN TO EACH SUBSCRIBER. 


Edited by Dr, F. M. HEXAMER, assisted by an 
able co of contributors, who are acknow 
tuuthorities on the subjects treated by them. 


The Flower, Vegetable, and Fruit Garden, 
the Conservatory, the Lawn 7} Ko og Re 
partment a orticulture will pre- 


“Seasonable Hints” and “ Answers to Correspon- 
dents ” columns in each number are worth the price 
charged for the journal the entire year. 

Price $1 per year; Six copies (with premiums), $5. 
Volume III. begins J ry, 1882. Sampi copy free 
B. K. BLISS & SONS, Publishers, 


34 Barclay Street New York. 
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VERY BEST LAUNDRY ARTICLES EVER 
invented. Half the LABOR, TIM, and FUKI. 
saved. Real necessities. SALES RAPID. Agents’ 
terms best you eversaw. 3 Test Samples and 
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JOHN H. MARTIN, Hartford, New York. 














In One Volume, A Con- 
densed Encyclopedia, SOLS OOK goal. 
taining 6,000 References to 
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Thirty-Fourth Annual Report 
OF THE 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 
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Net assets, January 1, 1881...... intiebecobecn 96,944,224 75 
RECEIPTS. 
From premiums............... $1,201,816 4! 

From interest and rent... w--- 412,380 79 1,614,197 23 
Deted wocvccccsccccscccoccccescos $8,558,521 98 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Losses and endowments...... $ 580,847 85 
Dividends to poner” “holders... 277,377 18 
Surrendered policies ........... 84,308 65 
a taxes, and li- 
eS ee 52.503 12 
Commissions, salaries, medi- 
cal fees, legal expenses, 
rents, wand agency expen- 
tate opgg ieee tang 230,196 90 
Aavertising. D . pee fire in- 

DERREER, GeOieccccncdecwascce 18,633 25 1,243,866 95 
Net pen wag Peace. 1, 18982.... $7,314,655 03 
ASSETS. 

U.8. bonds, Philadelphia and city loans, 

R. R. bonds, bank and other stocks, 

Worth GRGIE OM... ....2..:0cccer--2-205- $3,074,413 31 
Mortgages, iret liens on peepee, 

(worth $5,891,000)..... 2,203,401 75 
Premium notes, secured by policies... 653,628 36 
Loans on mortgage, collateral, ete 425,191 40 
Home — Teas real estate, bought to 

secure | 763,235 59 
Cash on hand andin Trust Companies... 194,784 62 
Net ledger assets, asabove................. 7 314,655 U8 
Net de ~ ag and unreported 

ee $111,840 61 
Interest due and accrued,ete. 65,207 
Market value of stocks, etc. 

OVET COBb.....rccenes seccceeeeee 379,434 69 556,482 98 
Gross assets, Jan. 1, 1882........ $7,871,138 O1 
LIABILITIES. 

Losses reported, but not due $156,320 00 
y ty per cent., to rein-. 

becesees-  sbedece - 6 333,963 00 
Life F Rate Radewsnent accu 

mulations, etc................ 97,276 70 
Surplus, 4 per cent. basis...... 1,283,578 31 7,871,138 01 





— by Pennsylvania standard (esti- 
Da eietiienditabithpetnascaqntinanaeenes $1,726,955 72 

Wombat uf policies in force 13 

Amount of insurance in force 

Number of policies — “¥ PeeRabackecdic 2,437 00 

Amount insured in 1 


oat C. HUEY, President. 
EDWARD M. NEEDLES, Vice-President. 
H. 8. STEPHENS, 24 Vice-President. 
J.J. BARKER, Actuary. 
HENRY C. BROWN, Secretary. 


=YMBOL GIFTS. 


pared by Mrs. W. F. Crafts, for first quarter ‘82 
Something no novel and attractive ; of such color or shape 
as sugges by the lesson. Sample set, postpaid, 10¢ 


Breakfast Mottoes 


in'the year by Rev. W. F. Crafts. A textfor each day 
in the ba specially prepared for lessons of 1882. Two 


vings. Samp\ , postpaid, Gc. $3. per hundred. 


Bible Reading Book Marks. 


bd s. A plan for reading 
the ble in the order of itseventse. Psalms, Prophe- 
cies etc. being inserted in the Bible spiatory at the ~~ 
where written. Sample, postpaid, 5c. $2. per hundre 


Wordless Book. ize. same. SYaBOL 


.IZED. Sample, 10c..- 


On ia 

Improved Bible Tags. iver sess 
By their use any book in the Bible isfound AT onc E 
Ch An assortment of 2, 4 and 
Oice Leaflets.: page tracts of suitable 

r enclosing in letters. Sample set with price-list 
postpaid forl0c. All lot the above sent promptly 

on pong mm of price. Special rates for large quantities- 


Harry Angell, 354 Fourth Ave., New York, 


CONCERT EXERCISES. 


The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
having first appeared in The Sunday School 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may 
desire to use them : 

A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
BIBLE SACRIFICES, 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 
CONSECRATION. 

FAITH. 

HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
PRAISE GOD. 

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 

THE BEATITUDES, 

THE CREATION. 

THE GET OF GIFTS. 

THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

THE WONDERFUL 


Price of each, $2.00 per 100 einen No extra charge 
tor postage. Samples, 5 cents each. 
Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
7% Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa 


Ministers, 


Who are wibiee to give ome day’s werk, ca" 
secure DEAN = ANS COMPLETE 
WORKS, (8 vols., 7000 pages.) Milman’s Works 
are @ vast treasure-house of ae and church 
literature. Address for particulars. 


7 __ESTILL & CO., MANSFIELD, O. 
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January 28, 1882.) 
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Latest and best invention in 


chairs, with seven changes of 
‘ane the desirable fea- 
ro.ping, ‘ures and comfort found in ad- 
ustable chairs heretofore sold 

ph An gE rices. Price, 
th double ree 


it, $5.00, 07 nicely upholstered 

qo an extra Lanny ot on receiDt 0} = ad, 
deliver them free es most of the express offices located 
on line of rail Northern States west vot Missis- 
sippi River. RERMON W. W. LADD, 108 1 Fulton St., 
Boston, Mass.: 207 hey Be, St.. N. ¥.; 927 Arch St.. 
Philadelgeie : 4 Market hicago. 
~ ‘NEW. 


If you have a cabinet-sized photo- 
of Garfield which you want 

med, send for this design, No. 840. 

Iti is a beautiful frame, and what you 
need. Full directions for putting 
saetines: Price, 10 cents. The frame 
will be sent, port. paid. madeup from 
, for $2.00. Or send 6 

ficents for ee — of 

Scroll Sa 


echanics’ 
Tools. etc. “* 
A. H. PO 





jal Sorters ” for 1382. 
i? Y. Hartford, Conn. — 








‘AUTOMATIC 
Eye-Glass Holder. 


Winds up cord itself. “A” 
shows position of glasses 
+ reeled up. No breaking of 
glasses; very handy. Thou- 
sands are in use. By mail, 

25 cents. 
‘ KETCHAM & 
McDOUGALL. Mfrs., 

4 Liberty Place, §. Y. 





Make Hens Lay. 


English Veterinary Surgeon and Ch: now 
~~ z'in this country, ange Maas see ot ee orse 
Powd worthless = 


ers here e 
that Sheridan’s ns Condition Powders are absolute! 
po valuable. mn earth wilt 


immensely Wen ey 
oa | aa lay like Sheridan’s Condition Powders. 


nt food. everyw' 
EP gn ser enn Raatnn Meee 


The Bible and its Study. 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTELLI- 
GENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 


or — 1 











The general interest in the series of articles on the 
Bible and its study. contributed by eminent European 
and American writers to the issue of The Sunday 
School Times for December 13, 1879, has called forth 
numerous requests for their reissue in a form con- 
venient for handy use, and yet neat enough for per- 
manent preservation. All the articles having a bear- 
ing upon the general theme of the best methods ot 
using the Bible itself and the various helps to its right 
understanding, have therefore been collected under 
the title of The Bible and its Study, and are published 
in a 9 page pamphlet. 





CONTENTS. 


WHY STUDY THE BIBLE? 
the Rev. Barnas Sears, D.D., LL.D. 
IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE [dade dl 
Roe Charlotte M. Yonge. 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT FOR BIBLE rY. 
ay rere yo Phelps, D.D. 
CAN WE TRUST O ENGLISH BIBLE? 
By the Rev. F. H. A. Scrivener, M.A., D.C.L., LL.D. 
SCRIPTURE EXPLAINING SCRI 
Professor J. L. M. Curry, LL.D. 
HINTS ON BIBLE tt ws 


AT 
ay ae greaere &. ‘B. Riddle, D.D. 
HELPS TO Forgis, BIB rY. 
y Professor Philip Schad, D.D., LL.D. 
HOW TO USE Con MENTA 
By the ight Rev. C. J. Ellicott, HD. Bishop 
wv cy and Bristo. 
LIGHT FROM THE LAND ON THE BOOK. 
he Rev. W. M. Thomson, D.D. 
LIGHT FROM ORI AL DISCOVERIES. 
By Professor George Rawlinson, M.A. 
LIGHT FROM MA ERS AND 
CUSTOMS. 





TERN 


7 lee  LeB.. Ph.D. 
THE BOOK ad Koy 2 RLY atin 


v. Edmond de ep 
PROMOTING : BIBLE STUDY IN THEC HURCH 


A 
By Chancellor Howard Crosby D.D., LL.D. 


NOTICES. OF THE PRESS. 


“A valuable little book.” — The Advance,Chicago, IU. 


“These subjects are all discussed b nie most learned 
— of the times, and furnish, in a small com- 


ee amount of valuable reading matter.”’— 
hristian Review, Cincinati, Ohio. 


~ Very valuable to the ate student.” — The Chris- 





“It is an excellent work to place in the hand a 
every teacher of the Holy Record.”—Zion’s Hi 
Boston, Mass. 


“Bible —— ag do well to procure a copy.”— 
The Central C ian Advocate, St. Louis, Mo. 


Sent by mail, adele on receipt of price. 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
centseach. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





HUGHES’ COMMENTARY, -. - - - - ~~ $1.00 
GOSPEL TEACHERS’ REVISED TESTAMENT, - - - 1.50 
SAME, WITH ONLY THIS GOSPEL, - - - - 15 

acd TALKS TO BOYS AND GIRIS, - - - - - -1.50 


Send for prospectuses or full catalogues, free, to the publishers, 


M A R K. I. K. FUNK & CO., 10 and 12 Dey St., New York. 


DO NOT BEGIN THE NEU TEARY 


without a vitet 1 BLACKBOARD in yor 8 “Oars in by fa the CHEAPEST. it the nate. in the market. 


Size 32 x 48. [reat on bear b y for use. Tilustrates 
AUER & 


FREE“ way mininar a 8. S. Superintendent. Do not fail to oo —— 


Price, per year, $3.00; 6 months, $1.78; 8 months, $1. 
Use A Bind 
oe . 
SE mae?r. 

Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Sunday School Times in good 
condition, and have them at hand for reference, should use a binder. We can 
send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain binder, for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made expressly for The Sun- 
day School Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can he placed 
in the binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





































>< A Ro 

The Most Original tu Construction! 

The Most Perfect in Manufacture ; 
The Most Beautiful in Design! 

The Most Powerful in Volume of Tone! 


The Purest in Quality of Tone! 


$450 ORGANS for $150 at $12.50 Per Month. 


un TH 


= +06 6S ee ee 
270 “ec «ec 90 * 7.50 ce 
180 e ee 60 ‘ 5.00 “ 


An Extra [NDUCEMENT TO PERSONS WHO RESIDE 
IN LOCALITIES WHERE THESE ORGANS ARE NOT YET 
INTRODUCED, 


Send for an Illustrated Catalogue. 
PLEASE STATE WHERE YOU SAW THIS ADVERTISEMENT. 


J. 0. WEAVER. YORK. PA 











PIANOFORTES. 


Lg. et 
TONE, TOUCH, WORKMANSHIP AND DURA- 
BILITY 


WILLIAM HKNABE & CO. 
Nos, 204 _ 206 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore 


112 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


ORG ANS) 845, 

NOS & R60, S75, Up. 

ee ANOS, 8190 

Up. W ARRA N- 

ORGANS ! 323" 

® AN IMMENSE 

STOCK of SECOND HAND PIANOS and 

ORGANS, in GOOD ORDER, at GREAT 

BARGAINS ILLUSTRATED CATA- 
LOGUES MAILED FREE. 

HORACE WATERS & CO., Manufacture 

ers & Dealers, 826 Broadway, New York. 


BEA Yi ORGANS, 27 stops, 10set reeds only 890 
Pianos $125 up. Rare Holiday induce 
. Write orcall on Beatty, Washington. N.J 








ments 


CHICKERING # 
“PIANO. 


THE HIGHEST AWARDS fsx cx°ie* sss 


GREAT WORLD’S FAIR in LON‘ !N, 1851; at the 
GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, >: ; at the INTER- 
NATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the 
grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in PHILA- 
DELPHIA, 1876. 

All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) 
instruments are respectfully invited to visit our 
Warerooms. 


Send for Circular and Price Liat. 


CHICKERING & SONS, 


130 Fifth Ave., N. Y. | 156 Tremont-st., Boston 











iO RCE 

U = > Ft L Ot IN S. 
An CARTE Lame and ne 

Clinton mH wears He Bell Company, 


Phan ‘attention ven to auperior 
lognes Pr . free to given t needing t bells. 














LESSON LEAVES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF furnishes each Sunday’s lesson on a separate sheet be 
itself. with questions, notes, home readings, marginal references, etc. The leaves for each 
month are sent by mail inample time fordistribution. The price is $7.20 per hundred copies a 
year, or 60 cents a month,and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller quantities. Con- 
sidering the amount of paper and printing furnished, and the care given to its preparation, this 
is the cheapest Lesson Leaf in use. 


THE QUESTION LEAF is meeting a want long felt by superintendents and teachers, who 
have desired to increase lesson study at home. The questions are printed on writing paper (a 
separate leaf for each Sunday), and require written answers from the scholars. It does not take 
the place of other lesson helps, but is a valuable supplement to them. The leaf has been used 
ror several months by some of the best Sunday-schools of the country, and is sure to come into 
general use as soon’as teachers learn its value. 

Price, 80 cents per hundred a month, and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller 
quantities. Orders not taken for less than a full calendar month. 


Here is what a few superintendents say of me : 


George A. Bell, Superintendent of the Central 8S. (Rev. Dr. Scudder’ s). 

“Some weeks ago there was a discussion in a m att Naw Cot oe superintendents, in thiscity, on the 
question, ‘ How can we increase the reading or study of the lessons in the homes of the scholars?’ It was the 
almost uni\ersal testimony that the lessons were no studied and not often even read before the session of the 
school vommen n idea thrown out at the meeting gate Hy. experimental plan. A ‘ Question 
’ was arranged with some simple pemen, & on of an answer being written in after each 
puestion. One or oe ee of the questions ed for es —_— oF the immediate lesson, the references being 
aren, thus n the opening of the Bible | itself to the answers. The replies were required to be 
written with ea oa ‘ ee scholar would have to do at home. Each ‘Question Leaf’ ended with the ques- 
tion: ‘ Have you ‘read this lesson at home?’ and each leaf was required to be signed by thescholar. The 
capertingnt was tried b a ht or nine of our active schools, and the result was so satistactory am it has heen 

resolved to vontinue it for the remaining Sabbaths of the quarter, including the Quarterly oy 


From’ D. W. Me Winame, Suporistondont of the Lafayette A Presb. 8. 8. (Rev. Dr. Ouyler’ 
“The A em works weil. I am pas with w 


venue 
t I see of its results in our school. 
four Su: y-school scholars, I am gratified with t es a Papers lead to at home.’ 


as a father, too, ot 
the Re . Schauffler, Pastor of Olivet Mission, New Yor: 
“Insome oF Pe our classes results have been ee by t this catia which have been reached in no other 
y. 1. Scholars who never looked at the lesson have n allured to study. 2 Parents have been led to 
hetp the child with its lessons. On ag whole I feel the Plan Is is good.” 
From H. B. White. Superintendent o; ae ae -school, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
“ We have used the Question Papers urin = nde rit very satisfactory results. ey have induced 
more lesson study at home 7? the olars, an an interest in the lessons among many of the ents, 


I often hear now of the arom sitting down with thes children to help study out the answers, that the right 
answers may be writte: 


JOHN D. WATTLES, eae. 725 Chostuut St., namin an 
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CHOIC EST f THE WORL 
American Breakfa ast Cereals. 
Made from choicest 
sire sa 
ss ® thgrough ee... 2aaem, cocked oak 
in ten minutes. all Grocers. 
Be sure to ask dor deny Ley B. C. Brand on 
THE CEREALS M'P'G CO., Office 83 Murray St., 7 Kew York. 











a bee alares 


Biol S058 88 Dey St..N.¥ 


_ Something that will Help Your Class. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 1882 is now ready. It contains a double-page colored map of “The Pathways of our Lord;” a full-page finely engraved picture 
embodying views of places and things mentioned in the lesson, with illustrations of Eastern manners and customs; eight pages of appropriate lesson hymns with music, and a great variety 


of matter helpful to the study of the lessons, 


WHAT IT COSTS.—The price of THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY i is 25 cents a year, or $25.00 for a hundred copies a year. It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anything for 
postage. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, for instance, as follows :—For five 
scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents ; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents, Send seven cents for a specimen, 


Address® JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





62 





THE SUNDAY SOHOOL Ts 











PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


HE SUNDAY nt T 
phe) A fd. following rates. wales ts includ 
les to one 


From 1 to 4 
“ 5109 cop . 
40 to 19 copies to one address. be _ 

® copies or more to one address.........--.-- a: 00 

The 





Published 
e postage. 








early rates, 
yentaitions tx may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
autho: to su anew. paditional sub- 
scri aoe to expire at the same time with the club as 
sae r 4, ordered. The are Eee © pay pre 
for the time of their Seen. 
o pagans for a club, whether in a package 


to one address, or sent separa’ — to the members of 
the aan, will be iicoatiaked at the expiration of the 


= ption 
Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they + tay 8 ff sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. 1 addresses should include 
both county and state. 
Any person writing to Lat ne HE cingie or _ 
sabscri wi 
lisher, ‘aii pl _ 
to whom the paper or 


papers have fore bee 
bacri wish to introduce cet Times to boos 
friends, can have hed men t free from t 


Zan mgsiy penton LEAF, A separate leaf 


month { Ee 


7.20 
Orders not taken 


i. 
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than 1% copies at same rate, 
meg: th than one calender 
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Sore, 


QUARTERLY. Contains the 
ow ag Sa Samana beautiful 





H STION LEAF. "A separate leat for each 
or Tk aver: boa Bow a thee , and requiring writ- 
oo 5 coptes, one Mini siticbsnanbinien 


Less than 100 copies at same te. “Orders not taken 
for less than one calendar mon’ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
London, dion, eC. whic 
ra pene, to | any 
lings prepaid. 


fay 
oe feat ‘all the he principal 2 Ct a 


ADVERTISING RATES. 





LA uniform sements is 20 
pent pet a! “ines to eto an Teh), inser- 
n, Ww more, Ra Tang ng for the 
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year ee runnin 
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=e ie pen aut the 
ie rate for Readinx rate for = (hon on hy | shane months, 
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in type, leaded 
per coun 
line Le yew mel on, and ‘on 8) mis Notices (solid 
ts per line for each insertion at any season, 
rym pooperent Subscriptions or Advertisements 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
75 Chestnut esa waienaghia 
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Pathos, Deer Siintsters 


withouta 
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tls the “booming” book for 
ow inte h ren Cao. me. Hxclust~e 
Renner OAD. eens THINGTON & 00., Hartford, Conn, 


GUITEAU TRIAL 





This ja the only complete a: y. ilustrated * Life 
and Trial o Guiteau, ne It Ae AD ‘Ailthetestimo of 
uhe bod ms oe other noted with yall thespeeches 

escape the sl the as por a is great @ ‘orts to 
t me pao ity. pomare ot 
"boo = me parem I r 
PM ak os a oS 
erms fn i &, ~ # BLISH- 
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‘warm E wee | 


WV ESTERN. of every -_ and Ferri - 
colors, made row toe Ove he t$ 


i mags 2 LY " 
Cae ors eee eee win ae 
ng 


omeayeat 


ainfa’ 
ry 
unqual 
tially bound, 10; fnghes ave length chicracmenta over 7 in wid 


side measure, BRADLEY, GARRETSON 
_No, 66 N, Fourth Birere Philadelphia, Pa, 


RUG PATTERNS! 4 spades hia 
8. 8, FROST & 0O,, Riadetird Mt Main 


WONDERFUL CLIMBING MONKEY. 


ILL climb the highest geet ee tree oe anything, apd 

return when wanted, Magic Grasshopper 
will jump 6 feet high, over your head and around the 
room, Ie Great fun. rT CO fae paid, three dimes. 
Address, SALEY NOVELT Salem, Maas, 


E Co., 
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Thrilling Interest ie? is. 
“God it.” Every- 








=1882.= 
Improved Teachers’ Class Books 


AND 


Primary Record Books. 


Edited by FRANKLIN ALLEN, Associate Superintendent of Olivet Sunday-school, New York, and 
Chairman = “ ne a oe of the Third International Sunday-school Convention. 


Th pared with a view to meet the requirements of the more thoroughly or, 
Sunday-school work ot t the p present day, and to enable the teacher readily to ene. bas records that 
which each scholar performs, They 
be ey in Olivet eg Ee New York, wee ee now 
8 OO rom 


veniently indicate the wor 


ae tee 
aigcosint abt ta schools te desiring a ee. of co ioe. 
"ASS R ECORD. 
Satied to any address. paid, on 


eas, postage 
Copies may be had by addressing 


ized 
1 con- 

several years’ pcenal 
rmation and use of 


have 
ublished” for ti ie. in 
DAN HE 


RE. 
Binding, 25 cents. Cloth Binding, 35 cents. A liberal 


Cloth Binding, 75 cents. 
receipt of above prices. 


THE NEW YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, 


304 Fourth Avenue, New York. 








goods mentioned are 


Ladies’ Furnishing Goods. 
Hosiery and Gloves. 
White Goods and Laces. 
Notions, Zephyrs, etc. 


as customers present in person. 


on samples. 





about three acres. 


A BOOK OF 224 PAGES 


THAT CAN BE HAD FREE 


By sending address on a postal card to 


JOHN WANAMAKER, PHILADELPHIA. 


JUST ISSUED. 


THE NEW DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF THE NEW GOODS 
FOR FALL AND WINTER, 1881 AND 1882, 


Containing valuable information by which 
United States can avail themselves of city fa 


Silks, Satins and Velvets. Fringes and Embroideries, 
Dress Goods. Ribbons, Ties, etc. 
Mourning Goods. Cloths and Cloakings. 
Ladies’ and Children’s Suits, Furs and Millinery. 
Shawls and Cloaks. 


Underwear, Corsets, etc. 
Ladies’ and Children’s Shoes. 
Men’s and Boys’ Shoes. 
Rubber Goods, Trunks, etc. 
Flannels and Muslins, 

Linens and Upholstery. 
Orders by letter, whether large or small, receive the same exact attention 
Money refunded for articles not as expected 
when received. No charge made for samples of Dry Goods, nor for postage 
Address, for samples or Catalogue, 


John Wanamaker, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Our store, known as the Grand Depot, occupies the entire block on Market Street, from Thirteenth 
Street to City Hall Square, and extends to Chestnut Street. The ground floor alone covers an area of 


rsons in all sections of the 
juions and prices. Among the 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
House Furnishing Goods. | 
Men’s and Boys’ Clothing. | 
Gents’ Furnishing Goods, | 
Men’s and Boys’ Hats. | 
Books and Stationery. | 
Toys and Games, | 
Silverware. | 
China and Glassware. j 
Furniture and Carpets. 




















“A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT.” 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International lesson Committee, by 
H, CLay TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sunday School Times, Price, bound in cloth, with fine 


steel portrait, $1.00. 


ntendent, or pO can aperneye get for himself a more helpful book than 


“A Mohel 8 Rapes ntendent.” 


It shows just what a wise superinten:lent dii, and just how he did 


it. The following notices show in what esteem the book is held by those who hve reviewed it. 


From The New York Tribune, 
2 ihe methods of working, which were 0 


mal and 
effective, are minutely described by: Mr. mbull, 
eye MAY. ay guide to the tencher, as 1 as 


an example of rare ¢ mse and devoted energy 
yee to the cause of religious instruction.” 
From The Kvening Transcript, Boston. 

“ The volume ad ye! with mectters and Ste made * 
hand-book by all Sunday teachers and 
tendents. In fact therete no person in an 
in oo or any community, who could not fi 
for hi and ground for his en 
in A von labors a ot this most 
effective toler. in an excellent and worthy 


ad precepts 
eae 


> n, practical, and abounds in common Resa 

& most valuable acquisition in teaching the young.” 

From The mt 2p Courant, 
“ The volume is eo? written = By —-44 for 


holds the atrention to the narrative from beginnin 


en e story is one that will be of t service 
and it is’ likely from its manner and substance to se 
cure the wide perusal it deserves.” 


Peete York Observer. 


“ He was indeed a model su 
book tells h how he became such ; 
and ye | 


ntendent, and this 
t exhibits his methods 
besides, the precise forms and exercises 
whie'! Edited so ably and intelligently. and 
possessing tn ftself socks valuable characteristics, the 
volume will be widely useful.” 


From The Congregationalist, Boston. 


“The book ought to be in eve 


Sabbath-schoc! 
parent wae, . 4 


aoe means could be devised by 
nd other peomaiaaet S 


w en in general 
could lawardly “digest it, the effect cou vt pot lof be- 
ing especially happy and favorable to le Ca 


From The Examiner and Chronicle, pay oe 


“We hardly know of a volume which so pleasantlv 
and so thoroughly patredoens a novice to the methods 


*worker in 
Sun 





common-sense with which*Mr. Haven was liberally 
endowed.” 


on John E. fmt wy Jr., late chairman of the execi 
ve committee of the Intern y-school 


ational Sunde: Con 


pa 
“This book should be in the library of every Sun 
day-school, and in the hands of every Sunday-schoc 1 
the land. The single chapter on ‘A Coun 
day-school,’ is worth meng | Lg the pusect 
the arog to every su 





pel 
y helpe: 
increase th om i of thelt 
e efficiency o ei 
nday-school, ter on ‘Methods and Hel 
— La oe centre, ot Pietees The book is wort 
and ~ I tnow ot no better 
mana 0 4 the pean ya ves 8 ‘al 


Methodist 
Tals. “perha wisy book ain anne all mee 
raining to Sun hool work for th. 
past’ ve viata. . ts reading ought 10" to make bette 
ers and more consecrated 
From The Westminster Teacher Deaton A 
“We know not wh.re there isa volume better worth 
reading! LN ~~ superintendents of our Sabbath schools. 
ic state nent of what a superintendent 
eRe, | Ss be is well but the exhibition of the true 
superintendent in his life is better. .. . Others than 
superintendents will be helped by this book. We 
commend it to all of our readers as one worth owning 
and studying.” 
rom The Baptist Teacher, Philadelphia. 
“Mr. Haven wasa man of acti\ ity and power in 


many relations, but he is mapecely presented in his | 


post as superintende nt. iew makes his biog- 
pay A of value to al) aspiring mantey school workers 
and indeed to all Christian men 
From Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, O..( United Brethren. 
“Itis nota speculative disquisition on what a Sun 
day-school superintendent ought to be, but the story 
of what an earnest, devoted Sppemnntencens actuall 
was. It is written in a com pact but warm style. andi 


rich in eve: i * 
of work that have been introduced by that sanctified . intendents a ak Gachera’ Sreeme enemies to expe, 
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WORTH | REPEATING. 


A NEEDLESS SHADOW. 
{By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.] 


I said unto myself, If I were dead 
What would befall those children ? 
would be 
Their fate, who now are looking up to me 
For help and furtherance? Their lives, I said, 
Would be a volume wherein I have read 
But the first chapters, and no longer see 
To read the rest of their dear history, 
So full of beauty and so full of dread. 





What 


Be comforted! the world is very old, ° 
And ee '< sw as they have passed, 
A troop of shadows moving with the sun ; 
Thousands of times has the old tale been told ; 
The world belongs to those who come the 


last, 
They will find hope and strength as we have 
done. 


AN EXPECTANT FAITH. 


{From The Christian Treasufy.] 


We need now, we believe, a revival of 
faith in the efficacy of the ordinary and 
stated means of grace, We use the means, 
but do not look out with confident hope for 
the blessing. We know that God ordi- 
narily gives his blessing in connection with 
these means, but are not conscious of any 
earnest expectation that he will give it in 
all cases, and in our particular case. The 
need of a stronger faith is apparent from 
the fact that there is very little disappoint- 
ment when the results are not secured. 
Sabbaths come and go with their ordinary 
services; Christian assemblies hear the 
gospel, and pasg away without conscious 
gain, and there is little surprise. Believers 
are not sensibly quickened or blessed, and 
suffer no disappointment, because they did 
not cherish any expectation that they 
would be. Sinners hear the gospel, and 
are not awakened or converted, and there 
is little wonder or anxiety in the churches 
because of such a result. 

The want of this faith leads to deplorable 
results, This is more emphatically true 
of the week-day services. A regular attend- 
ance upon these involves somewhat of self- 
denial. They call for a part of our week- 
day time. They may interrupt our pur- 
suit of pleasure or of business. Mere custom, 
or a brilliant preacher, or the presence of 
others, will take men to the house of God 
on the Sabbath, but they will not lead 
men to break away from the calls of society, 
or the comforts of home, and seek the 
em of prayer. If they felt that great 

lessings were to be found there, that the 
Saviour would manifest himself to them, 
that they would receive special grace, that 
the Holy Spirit would there quicken their 
hearts to a livelier, stronger, and more joy- 
ful faith, they would be present. It would 
be difficult to keep them away. The places 
of prayer would be crowded with burdened, 
earnest, longing hearts. But not expect- 
ing any such results in connection with 
these services, they readily satisfy them- 
selves that it is just as well to remain away. 
No measure of preaching ability, no meth- 
ods of making the prayer-meeting interest- 
ing, will crowd our services unless we our- 
selves cherish the expectation that great 
blessings are to be found there, and so 
create in others a like expectation. 

It is true, and the truth is sad and im- 
pressive, that the real reason why so many 
sermons are fruitless is because the Saviour’s 
presence and blessing are not expected. 
He does not many mighty works with us 
because of our unbelief. We do not expect 
great things from God, and therefore we 
do not have them. Here, more than else- 
where, our Saviour seems to say, “Accord- 
ing to your faith be it unto you.” Not, of 
course, that every service shall be crowned 
with the same blessing or in the same 
measure,—while faithful to his promises, 
God reserves to himself infinite liberty and 
variety in his working,—but that every 
service shall be fruitful of good and in the 
measure we have faith to expect it. It 
may not be in striking or numerous con- 
versions, but in impressions made, princi- 
ples planted, desires awakened, purposes 
formed and fixed, which shall ultimately 
ripen into the full Christian life. 

If it be asked how we are to get this 
faith, it will be service, we think, to have 
our minds filled with a fresh conviction 
that the great work of God in the world is 
wrought through the stated means of grace. 
Special services are sometimes crowned 
with wonderful success. Our hearts are 
filled with joy at the display of God’s 
grace. But the great conquests which Christ 
makes are in the steady, quiet, regular 
growth of hischurch. He is moving u 
the world, not in great forays m 7 but 
in the calm 


and irresistible progress ‘of 
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grand besieging army. He is winning 
souls all along the line. Here and there, 
and everywhere, as his gospel is preached 
and Christians pray and work, sinners are 
turned to him in love and devotion, and 
his people are ‘adorned with Christian 


races. 

’ It will be well, too, to recall to our minds 
afresh the promises of God. Our faith 
may take firmer root and grow to a fuller 
measure while we think upon them. Has 
he not said that it pleases him by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save them that be- 
lieve; that the seed of Jacob shall never 
seek his face in vain; that no labor is in 
vain in the Lord ; that he will be with his 
church in her work until the end of the 
world? And may we not well think that 
where Christ is we may expect, and ought 
to expect, his blessing ? 

But since faith is never the result of a 
mere contemplation of the truth and 
promise, but is the fruit of the operation 
of the Spirit of God, we need above all 
things to lift our hearts in prayer that he 
would enrich us with this grace; that he 
would enable us to go into our pulpits, to 
come to our prayer-meetings, to study the 
word, ta use great diligence in our Chris- 
tian callings, in the confident and cheering 
expectation that he will meet us in every 
service and attend every effort with suc- 
cess. In that faith all labor would be joy, 
and every means of grace honored and 
fruitful. 


THE CIRCULAR AND THE 
ONWARD MOVEMENT. 


{From Strength and Beauty, by Mark Hopkins, D.D.] 


We are told by astronomers that our 
planetary system has two movements ; one 
circular, by which the motions return upon 
themselves ; and the other onward in infi- 
nite space. By the first of these, the sys- 
tem is maintained as a system. The cir- 
cling bodies composing it now approach 
each other, and now recede, till they return 
to their first position, thus perpetuating, 
from age to age, the mystic dance of the 
heavens. 

Of these movements, those that are cir- 
cular can be calculated, and in regard to 
them the astronomer, relying upon the 
stability of the order of nature, may say 
“That which hath been is now, and that 
which is to be hath already been.” But the 
onward movement cannot be calculated. 
By that the whole system, the sun and all 
his train of planets and secondaries and 
comets, is moving on in space, perhaps in 
a right line, perhaps around some centre 
at an inconceivable distance ; and of this 
movement, its object and its limit, we know 
nothing. We have no data for calculation, 
and the — secret must rest with God 
till he shall please to reveal it. 

Not unlike these are the two great move- 
ments of human life. There is a succes- 
sion of events, making up much of what 
we call life. constantly beginning, never 
ending, which is repeated over and over 
every generation. There is also a res- 
sive movement, both of the individual and 
of the race, which does not return upon 
itself, the objects and limits of which are 
known to men only as it has pleased God 
toreveal them. It is with this latter move- 
ment that man is connected as responsible 
under the moral and permanent govern- 
ment of God. That which is once past 
here, is fixed forever, and God requireth it. 

It is only as we keep in view these two 
movements, that we have a key to the ap- 
parently discrepant assertions of the wise 
man. Now we hear him say that “ all 
things come alike to all:” and that 
“ there is one event to the righteous and 
the wicked.” And so, for the most part, 
there is in the circular movement. But 
again we hear him say, “I know that it 
shall be well with them that fear God, 
which fear before him; but it shall not be 
well with the wicked.” And so it always 
is with the onward movement. 

Looking at the circular movement, per- 
manent indeed in its successions, yet so 
tansient for the individual, Solomon 
speaks of all things as“ vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit,” and.“ full of labor.” And 
regarding life in this aspect, how striking 
are the emblems chosen by him to repre- 
sent it. He compares it to the sun that 
ariseth, and goeth down, and hasteth 
again to the place where he arose ; ” to the 
wind“ that goeth toward the south, and 
turneth about unto the north, that whirleth 
about continually, and returneth again ac- 
comding | to - ere ;” to the rivers that 

© taken from the sea, and return again 

= > pine whence they arose.” But not 
oes he speak when he surveys the 
whole of life. Looking also at the onward 
movement and its issues, he condenses all 
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wisdom into one brief utterance, and says, 
“ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God will bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good or whether it be evil.” “God 
requireth that which is past.” ... 

t is the glory of Christianity, and a 
demonstration of its truth, that it so brings 
these two movements into harmony, that, 
while it presents in the strongest possible 
light the vanity of passing objects and 
scenes considered as an end, it does not 
lessen our interest and activity in them. 
Not only does Christianity make the most 
of the two movements in their result—so 
that we gain our lives by losing them—it 
also makes the most of them as they call 
forth our energies, so that we become more 
active in the duties of time—as we care 
less for its objects. It makes us more “ dili- 
gent in business,” as we become “ fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord.” It is thus that 
all human employments may become equal 
in the sight of God, for he regards them 
as there is manifested through them a pur- 
pose and temper that conspire with the 
onward movement of his moral govern- 
ment. Whatever stands related to that, 
and as it stands thus related, has grandeur 
in it. What man is this who is so earnestly 
at work in the very humble employment 
of making a fine powder still more fine by 
constant attrition? It is Michael Angelo, 
grinding the paints with which he is to 
paint for eternity. The humble things 
must be done; the paints must be ground; 
but they will be ground all the better if 
we feel that we are to paint for eternity 
with them. There are duties toward God, 
indispensable, the highest of all, but they 
can never be acceptably performed in the 
willfal disregard or neglect of any duty 
toward man. You are never to forget 
that the best preparation for heaven is in 
that character which will fit you for the 
greatest usefulness on earth. ° 


THE CARE OF YOUNG 
CONVERTS. 


[From The Westminster Teacher. | 


One phase of church life and work to 
which it were well to give especial and 
earnest thought in these days, is the care 
and culture of young Christians after their 
conversion. It is not enough to lead them 
to Christ and to the door of the church, 
with all earnest love and gentle aid, and 
then instantly withdraw every helping hand, 
leaving them to go on alone after that. 
The points of struggle and of danger are 
not all past when conversien is reached. 

One of the arguments used in -pressing 
upon the disciples of Christ the duty of 
public confession and affiliation with the 
church, is their need of Christian sympa- 
thy, and that help which comes from the 
mutual association of Christian people. 
They are assured that the church will thus 
be to them a pillar of strength, that the 
love and cheer of its members will be to 
them a source of continual inspiration. 

When they are publicly received into 
the church, it is customary to pledge them 
affection, interest, sympathy, and care on 
the part of all the members. They are 
told that they are now taken into the fam- 
ily, and may depend upon receiving all the 
help they tows The church will be to 
them a cherishing mother. If they are 
weak, she will put her own strength under 
them. If they are in sorrow, she will bring 
comfort. If they are sorely tempted. she 
will shelter them. If they are overcome, 
and fall, she will lift them up, ard, without 
chiding, will seek their restoration. .. . 

Now surely every young Christian has a 
right to expect that these pledges shall be 
kept. He bas a right because the pledges 


+have been given, and the church surely 


ought never to break faith with its chil- 
dren ; then he has a right because it is the 
very business of the church thus to be to 
him a cherishing mother. His church- 
membership should be a help and a bless- 
ing tohim. Entering as a young Christian, 
he should not merely be welcomed at the 
door, and then be left to care for himself, 
but he should receive encouragement, sym- 


he is sick he will receive such ministra- 
tions of kindness as he may need, that if 
he is in trouble he will be sure of sym- 
pathy and aid ; that if sorrow comes to his 
home he will have all the comfort the most 
tender human friendship can give; that if 
he is insore stress of any ited he will not 
be left to sink bened@h his burden, but 
will find brotherly hands outstretched to 
him. 

Every young Christian should be sure of 
finding in the church a shelter and a home. 
He should find so much that is helpful in 
his new relations that the associations of 
his old life will have no power to tempt 
him back. It is sometimes said that the 
world is drawing men away from the 
church, that other societies are proving 
stronger in their influence than the church. 
The way to win men and hold them is to 
make the church life so much warmer, 
better, more helpful, more inspiring, that 
the world cannot compete withit. A gen- 
tleman found that his well was dry. Seek- 
ing for the cause, he discovered that his 
neighbor had sunk a shaft ten feet deeper 
than his, and of course the water had 
flowed to him. The society or association 
that goes the deepest, that perceives and 
best provides for the wants of human souls, 
that really does the most for them, will 
always the most strongly draw men to it. 

The way, therefore, to bring men into 
the church and keep them in it is to make 
the churchatruehelptothem. In no way 
can this be done so effectively as by realiz- 
ing in all its fullness and blessedness the 
New Testament ideal of Christian fellow- 
ship. When the members of the church 
truly love each other, when they are in- 
deed knit together as one family, when 
each is carried in the héart of all the 
others, when all look not only on their 
own things but also on the things of the 
others, and are ready to lay down their 
lives for each other, then no member, sorely 
tempted or tried, shall ever need to utter 
the cry “No man careth for my soul,” 
Then no one willsink down and beallowed 
tolieand perish where he fell. The pastor 
of such a ckurch will not need to say that 
he dreads to bring young converts into his 
church because it is so cold, or because 
there is no provision for their growth and 
nurture after they have been received. 
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The novelty and exceptional 
strength of its perfume are the 
peculiar fascinations of this luxu- 
rious article, which has acquired 
popularity unequalled by any Toi- 
let Soap of home or foreign manu- 
facture. , 
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For the past five years we have made a Specialty of 


CLUB ORDERS. 


From an experiment in 1877 this branch of our 
business has grown to be a decided success, we 
having sent out in 1881 over 10,000 different Club 
Orders, going to nearly every State in the Union. 
We carry the largest Stéck of any Tea Store in 
Boston, import the most of our Premium Tea and 









athy, and fresh impulse at every s.ep. | 


here should be a mutual interest amovy 
the members in one another. .. . 

The church tie, next to that of the home, 
should be the closest on the earth. When 
one, two, or five hundred Christian people 
are associated together in the same church, 
no guild or fraternity in this world should 
be so closely knit as that society, or com- 
pose so real a brotherhood. It should be 
in the truest sense a mutual help associa- 
tion. Each member should know that if 
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The Church Praise Book, 


Compiled and arranged by 
Rev. M. W. Stryker and Huabert P. Main. 


HIS new book, now offered to all Christian Con- 
gregations, contains 728 hymns and 437 tunes, 

Patient thought and care have been given }eth to 
the lyrical and devotional character of its word’, and 
to the strength and suitability of ite music. The well- 
worn and Ln ethete sot p 3 tunes of the American Church 
are all here, enriched by company with many stirring 
and sturdy English and German tunes. 

To present it in a form of unusual beauty and dura- 
bility, no attention nor expense have been withheld. 
No more elegant work of the sort has yet appeared, 
and none so remarkably inexpensive. 


BICLOW & MAIN: 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. | CHICAGO. 


are the Publishers. They respectfully solicit for the 
work a thorough examination; and, upon request. 
they will mail.to any address, a circular giving fall 
specimen of » Paper, etc, 

A single copy of the book will be furnished for 
inspection to any Pastor or Church Committee, tobe 
returned if not adopted. 

Price, $1.25 each, by mall. 
For introduction, im any quantity, @3 each. 
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Peters’ Eclectic Piano Instructor. 
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of learners. A great success. 

American Glee Book. 
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lar collection for social singing. 
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National Hymn and Tune Book. 


(40 cts.) Full of the very best tunes for opening 
and closing schools. 


Emerson’s Vocal Method. 
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accompaniment. Board covers, 3 cloth, 50. 
A very handsome holiday edition in cloth, gilt, 


SUNDAY READINGS. 


Gems of Sacred Music (not arranged 
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By Wade Whipple. Boards, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Copies of any of the above mailed on receipt of price. 


Published by WM. A. POND & CO., 25 Union 
Square, New York City. 


Issued Dec. 27. 


Hymn Service No. 3. 








HYMN SERVICE NO. 3 is a useful collection of 
Songs for Sunday-schoola While the hymns are 
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international Lessons of 1882, 
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For the accommodation of club subscribers to The Sunday School Times, we shall hereafter, when requested to do so, send the papers for a club to 
the separate individual addresses of its members, instead of in packages as heretofore. This will relieve the person who gets up a club of the task of taking 
the papers from the post-office each week, and of distributing them. Those now receiving packages who desire to have this change made, will please send to us, 
if they have not already done so, the names and addresses of those who are entitled to the paper. It will, of course, be understood that the papers for a club 
must all go to one post-office. It is believed that the adoption of this method of mailing will lead to the formation of many new clubs. The subscription 
rates are as follows:—From one to four copies, $2.00-each ; from five to nine copies, $1.50 each ; from ten to nineteen copies, $1.25 each ; twenty copies or over 
$1.00 each. To the person who succeeds in forming, at these regular club rates, a club of either grade, we will send one additional copy free. Those who have 
already formed clubs can have, upon application, the extra copy here offered. 

In case the papers for a club are already being sent to individual addresses, 25 cents in addition to the club rate having been paid for that purpose by each 
subscriber, we will, upon application, return the extra money thus paid, or send an additional number of papers each week, or extend the time of sub- 


scription, as may be preferred. 


= 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS—A New Plan.—To put the paper within the reach of the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, are shut out from the possibility of forming large clubs, we now adopt a plan which we believe will meet the approval of all subscribers, as it will 
give to such schools the benefit of the very lawest rate. According to the regular terms, a club of twenty subscribers or over is required, in order to secure the 
low rate of one dollar per copy a year. The new plan, however, provides that when the entire force of teachers in any school is Jess than twenty, the club rate 
to such school shall be $1.00 per copy, on condition that the order for the papers be accompanied by a statement from the superintendent that the number of 
copies ordered in the club is not less than the full number of teachers in the school. The papers for such clubs will be sent to the individual addresses, the same 


as for larger clubs. 


If any school of the class here mentioned has already sent an order for a club for its full number of teachers, and has paid us a higher rate than this 
new plan provides, we will, upon application, return to the school the extra money thus paid, or send additional papers each week, or extend the time of subscrip- 


tion, as may be preferred. 


FOUR WEEKS FREE.—To help in the forming of clubs, we make the following offer: Upon the request of the pastor, superintendent, or any teacher 
of a Sunday-school in which The Sunday School Times has not been generally used, we will send each week, for four weeks, free of charge, as many copies of the 
paper as may be needed for the entire force of teachers. This will give the teachers of a school an opportunity to give the paper a thorough trial. If a school 
is not ready to subseribe at once for a year, the subscription can be made for either three or six months at the same proportionate rate. 
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Address, WILSON BROS.. Sole i t i It S¢ 
NPA postal card if at a distance) any adult person 


will be presented with a beautifully illustrated 





000+ 


ma’ 











HE UNLY FECT { P copy of a New Book entitled 
ohne rie wif, |\GENIUS REWARDED; 





|Story of the Sewing Machine, 


containing a handsome and costly steel engrav- 











ing frontispiece ; also, 28 finely engraved wood- 
euts, and bound in an elaborate blue and gold 
lithographed cover. No charge whatever is 
made for this handsome little book; which can 
be obtained only by application at the branch 
and subordinate offices of The Singer Manu- 
facturing Co. 


A NDS 720 oo 
Tang ee ea tee 7% the x Touts 
and San Francisco Rail 














Tue SrinceR MANUFACTURING Co., 






















w.h TEATON, Tomple Bullding, W. 8, COFFEY, In ordering goods, or in making inquiry ok ie oes = + pe lag 
2d Com. pe Lows, Mo. 2 22"4 Coma concerning anything advertised in this paper, : aa 
SSUUI you will oblige the publisher, as well as the NG E'S For infants & (pyalids. 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the udve: ODE: bat a'tteam-cooked food, 
eros —_ ti Lim The Sunday School Tt FO 











The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trastworthy. Should, however, an vertisement of a party not in good standing oe inadvertently inserted, 


ad 
the publisher will refund to subscribers any,money that they lose thereby 





